Anti-gay  judge 
is  ^not  biased* 

Texas  Judge  Jack  Hampton  blamed  gay 
murder  victims  for  their  own  death  and 
claimed  that  prostitutes  deserved  the  same 
fate.  An  investigation  states  that  he  should 
still  be  considered  an  ‘'impartial”  jurist. 


By  Jennie  McKnight 

DALLAS  —  A  report  issued  by  a  special 
“master”  investigating  the  judicial  conduct 
of  District  Court  Judge  Jack  Hampton  has 
largely  exonerated  Hampton  of  misconduct. 
Hampton,  who  told  reporters  last  December 
that  he  gave  a  relatively  light  sentence  to  a 
man  convicted  of  murder  because  the  vic¬ 
tims  were  gay  men,  was  found  in  the  report 
to  have  only  violated  the  judicial  canon  that 
prohibits  judges  from  commenting  on  pend¬ 
ing  cases. 

Gay  and  lesbian  rights  advocates,  who 
instigated  the  proceedings  against  Hampton 
earlier  this  year,  expressed  outrage  at  the 
findings  of  the  special  master,  Robert  Mur¬ 
ray.  Murray  was  appointed  by  the  Texas 
Supreme  Court  to  conduct  a  public  hearing 
concerning  Hampton’s  actions  and  to  issue 
a  report  to  the  State  Commission  on  Judicial 
Conduct.  “I’m  very  frustrated,”  said  David 
Bryan,  Legal  Director  of  the  Texas  Human 
Rights  Foundation  (THRF),  the  group  that 
filed  the  original  complaint  against  Hamp¬ 


ton.  “We  citizens  who  pay  the  taxes  that  pay 
the  commission  and  the  master  have  a  right 
to  expect  more.” 

The  charges  against  Hampton  arose  from 
statements  he  made  to  reporters  after  sen¬ 
tencing  Richard  Bernardski  to  30  years  in 
prison  when  he  was  found  guilty  of  the  May 
1988  murders  of  Tommy  Lee  Trimble  and 
John  Lloyd  Griffin.  Bernardski  and  several 
friends  had  gone  to  the  Oak  Lawn  area  of 
Dallas  —  a  gay  neighborhood  —  to  harass 
“the  homosexuals”  on  the  night  of  the 
murders.  Witnesses  in  the  trial  said  Bernard¬ 
ski  shot  Trimble  and  Griffin  “execution- 
style,”  and  bragged  about  it  afterwards. 

Hampton  told  Dallas  Times  Herald 
reporter  Lori  Montgomery  that  among  the 
mitigating  factors  in  his  sentencing  of  Ber¬ 
nardski  was  the  fact  that  Trimble  and  Grif¬ 
fin  were  soliciting  homosexual  sex  from  Ber¬ 
nardski  at  the  time  of  the  shootings.  “These 
two  guys  that  got  killed  wouldn’t  have  been 
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Mabel  Hampton  dies 


Mabel  Hampton 

NEW  YORK  —  Black  lesbian  community 
activist  Mabel  Hampton  died  of  pneumonia 
at  St.  Luke’s  Roosevelt  Hospital  on  October 
26  at  the  age  of  87. 

She  was  one  of  the  founders  of  the  Les¬ 
bian  Herstory  Archives,  and  had  donated 
her  books  and  artifacts  about  lesbian  life. 
Hampton  played  a  pioneering  role  in  the 
battle  for  civil  rights,  women’s  and  gay 
liberation,  and  was  honored  by  many  na¬ 


tional  Black,  gay  and  lesbian  organizations 
for  her  inspiration.  In  the  past  decade, 
Hampton  appeared  in  several  film  and  tele¬ 
vision  programs  documenting  her  involve¬ 
ment  in  the  Harlem  Renaissance  and  in  gay 
life  before  Stonewall. 

Hampton  was  born  in  Winston-Salem, 
North  Carolina  on  May  2,  1902.  She  went  to 
Greenwich  Village  when  she  was  seven  and 
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Explosive  protests  follow 
arrests  at  Gay  Studies 
conference 

Police  charges  of  ‘obscenity'  apparently  led  to  arrests  at 
Yale 

By  Jason  Healy 

NEW  HAVEN,  Conn.  —  Charges  that 
“obscene”  safe  sex  posters  were  being 
displayed  in  the  Yale  University  Law  School 
led  to  nine  arrests  and  angry  confrontations 
between  police  and  about  two  hundred  peo¬ 
ple  who  were  attending  a  Lesbian  and  Gay 
Studies  Conference  here,  Oct.  27-29.  Pro¬ 
tests  have  continued  here  throughout  the 
week. 

[The  posters  deemed  obscene  by  the 
police  included  depictions  of  a  woman 
masturbating,  two  women  embracing,  and 
the  pelvises  of  two  men.  The  words  “Just 
Sex”  were  written  underneath  the  pictures 
which  were  produced  by  a  San  Francisco 
group,  “Boy  with  Arms  Akimbo,”  in 
response  to  the  recent  censorship  controver¬ 
sy  involving  right-wing  Sen.  Jesse  Helms 
(R-N.C.)  and  the  National  Endowment  for 
the  Arts.] 

On  Oct.  27,  during  a  lecture  by  Vito 
Russo,  Bill  Dobbs  was  arrested  by  Yale  cam¬ 
pus  police.  Dobbs  told  GCN  that  he  was 
standing  in  the  hallway  outside  the  lecture 
when  the  campus  police  plucked  him  out  of 
the  crowd.  Dobbs  said  that  when  he  asked 
about  the  charges,  one  officer  said 
“Obscenity.” 

Although  he  challenged  the  officers  to 
define  obscenity,  said  Dobbs,  they  refused 
to  elaborate.  He  said  he  cooperated  with  the 
police  and  was  led  to  a  patrol  car  where  he 
was  told  to  stay.  Meanwhile,  the  crowd  that 
had  been  listening  to  Russo’s  speech  began 
chanting  “What’s  obscene?  What’s 
obscene?” 

Hobbs  said  he  then  saw  police  officers 
fling  a  man  holding  a  camera  bag  to  the 
ground  and  put  him  into  a  car.  Some 
members  of  the  crowd,  which  now  included 
most  of  the  lecture  audience,  began  chan¬ 
ting  and  blocking  the  car  in  which  Dobbs 


was  being  held.  Jeannine  DeLombard,  a 
graduate  student  at  Yale,  told  GCN  that 
while  she  and  others  were  blocking  the 
police  car,  they  were  ordered  to  move. 
When  the  protesters  refused,  she  said,  of¬ 
ficers  began  shoving  them  with  enough 
force  to  knock  them  down. 

Soon  afterwards,  the  New  Haven  police 
were  called  in  to  assist  the  campus  officers. 
As  they  attempted  to  move  Dobbs  from  the 
car  to  a  waiting  van,  protesters  surrounded 
them,  shouting  “No  violence!”  and 
demanded  badge  numbers.  DeLombard 
said  that  the  New  Haven  police  did  their  best 
to  shield  badge  numbers  with  their  bodies 
and  hands.  She  said  that  at  this  point,  police 
became  “incredibly  violent,”  shoving  and 
“gouging”  the  protesters  with  nightsticks 
and  elbows. 

After  the  crowd  had  been  pushed  back  to 
the  sidewalk,  the  New  Haven  police  began 
making  more  arrests,  apparently  at  random. 
Steven  Oxman,  a  student  at  the  Yale  Drama 
School,  was  also  arrested.  Oxman  told  GCN 
that  when  he  asked  an  officer  for  his  badge 
number,  the  officer  pulled  him  off  the 
sidewalk,  twisted  his  arm  behind  his  back, 
and  forced  him  to  the  van. 

DeLombard  noted  that  although  women 
were  as  active  and  vocal  as  were  men,  no 
women  were  arrested.  She  said  she  believes 
the  police  have  an  unspoken  policy  “not  to 
arrest  women,  because  it  looks  bad  on  film 
to  be  abusive  to  women  and  because  the 
police  do  not  perceive  women  as  threaten¬ 
ing.”  Subsequently,  DeLombard  added, 
“No  women  became  spokespeople  and  les¬ 
bians  and  women  [were]  rendered 
invisible.” 

The  men  who  had  been  arrested  were  held 
in  the  van  for  about  20  minutes  and  most  of 
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Quote  of  the  week 

“...I’ll  be  blowing  kisses  your  way...” 

- Actor  Telly  Savalas,  to  Monday 

Night  Football  big  guy  Dan  Dierdorf  who 
replied,  “That’s  the  best  offer  I’ve  had  in  a 
long  time.  ’’  Dierdorf  had  prompted  the  ac¬ 
tor  by  asking  about  his  imminent  return  to 
TV  as  the  tough  guy /pussy  cat  cop  Kojak, 
using  one  of  the  detective’s  most  famous 
lines:  “Who  loves  you  baby?’’ 

Cruising  ordinance 
sparks  angry 
meeting 

MINNEAPOLIS  —  A  public  hearing 
about  a  proposed  “cruising  ordinance” 
here  erupted  into  a  shouting  match  between 
members  of  the  public  health  and  safety 
committee  and  gay  activists,  Oct.  2.  City 
Council  member  Barbara  Carlson  said  she 
offered  the  ordinance  in  an  attempt  to  curb 
prostitution  in  an  area  that  has  a  large  gay 
population,  reports  Equal  Time. 

The  hearing  followed  a  controversial  pro¬ 
test  by  a  loosely-organized  group,  the 
Friends  Against  Gay  Suppression  (FAGS). 
The  group  had  held  a  demonstration  in 
front  of  Carlson’s  house  the  weekend  before 
the  meeting.  According  to  Wolfgang  Wolf, 
a  member  of  FAGS,  the  protest  was  peace¬ 
ful  until  another  local  gay  activist,  Tim 
Campbell,  arrived  on  the  scene. 

Campbell  was  outraged  by  the  presence  of 
orange  traffic  pylons  near  Carlson’s  home 
which  he  said  were  put  there  to  obstruct  the 
protest.  At  one  point,  he  charged  Carlson’s 
door  with  a  pylon  and  was  eventually  tack¬ 
led  by  a  man.  Neither  Carlson  nor  FAGS 
identified  the  man. 

Carlson  said  she  proposed  the  ordinance 
in  response  to  recent  complaints  about  vio¬ 
lence  and  noise  in  the  densely  populated 
area  known  as  the  Coring  Park  neighbor¬ 
hood.  The  park  itself  is  a  longtime  popular 
cruising  spot. 

Victor  Campbell,  who  has  lived  in  the 
neighborhood  for  10  years,  said,  “The  ordi¬ 
nance  criminalizes  normal,  innocent  urban 
occurrences.  I  don’t  want  to  be  harassed  by 
the  police,  who  could  selectively  enforce  the 
ordinance....  We  don’t  need  to  pass  laws 
that  prevent  people  from  coming  into  neigh¬ 
borhoods.” 

The  ordinance  has  created  controversy 
among  gay  men  in  the  area.  While  some  de¬ 
fended  cruising  as  an  important  part  of  the 
gay  male  community,  at  least  one  gay  man 
raised  strong  objections. 

“It’s  important  to  know  that  the  demon¬ 
strators  [FAGS]  don’t  represent  the  entire 
community,  they’re  a  minority,”  said  Cor¬ 
ing  Park  resident  Dick  Brown.  “These  fana¬ 
tics’  pursuit  of  civil  rights  ends  when  it 
comes  to  other  people’s  rights,”  he  said, 
and  added,  “We  have  a  gay  community, 
we’re  not  to  be  pitied.” 

□  Anthony  Villalobos 

Government  backs 
community  AIDS 
research 

WASHINGTON,  D.C.  —  The  federal 
government  announced  Oct.  5  that  18  AIDS 
treatment  research  programs  will  be  estab¬ 
lished  in  14  U.S.  cities  that  have  severely  felt 
the  impact  of  AIDS.  The  newly  established 
programs  will  include  many  community- 
based  physicians  and  their  patients. 

Health  and  Human  Services  Secretary 
Louis  Sullivan  said  that  the  new  programs 
“are  especially  important  because  they  will 
provide  the  opportunity  to  serve  many  peo¬ 
ple  who,  until  now,  have  not  been  included 
in  clinical  trials  of  promising  experimental 
AIDS  therapies.”  He  added  that  “the  pro¬ 
grams  will  reach  out  to  intravenous  drug 
users,  blacks,  hispanics  and  women  infected 
by  the  AIDS  virus.” 

Until  now,  federally  funded  clinical  trials 
of  experimental  AIDS  therapies  have  been 
under  the  direction  of  either  the  National  In¬ 
stitutes  of  Health  or  the  46  university  based 
research  hospitals  which  make  up  the  AIDS 
Clinical  Trials  Group  of  the  National  In¬ 
stitute  for  Allergy  and  Infectious  Diseases 
(NIAID). 

“We  are  especially  pleased  by  the  high 
quality  of  the  applications  we  received,” 


said  NIAID’s  Lawrence  Deyton.  “Clearly, 
there  is  a  need  for  community-based  re¬ 
search,  and  there  are  many  dedicated  physi¬ 
cians  and  nurses,  as  well  as  interested  pa¬ 
tients,  who  are  eager  to  participate  in  this 
kind  of  program.” 

Contracts  for  the  Community  Programs 
for  Clinical  Research  on  AIDS  were  given  to 
health  care  providers  who  serve  large 
numbers  of  people  who  are  HIV  positive. 
(HIV  is  a  virus  thought  by  many  to  be  a 
cause  of  AIDS.)  Some  of  the  cities  that  will 
receive  money  to  establish  these  new  pro¬ 
grams  are:  Detroit,  Atlanta,  New  Orleans, 
Phoenix,  and  Dover,  Delaware. 

□  Anthony  Villalobos 

Iowa  school  bans 
military  recruiting 

IOWA  CITY,  Iowa  —  Citing  a  year-old 
equal  opportunity  policy,  officials  at  the 
University  of  Iowa  College  of  Law  recently 
announced  a  ban  against  on-campus  inter¬ 
views  by  U.S.  Army  and  Marine  recruiters. 

Michael  Green,  a  professor  at  the  law 
school,  explained  that  the  policy  “denies  ac¬ 
cess  to  employers  who  make  recruitment  or 
employment  decisions  on  the  basis  of  race, 
gender,  creed,  national  origin,  age,  disabili¬ 
ty  or  affectional  preference,”  according  to 
the  Des  Moines  Register.  Green  chairs  the 
placement  committee,  which  made  the  deci¬ 
sion  to  ban  the  military  from  conducting  in¬ 
terviews  on  campus. 

A  Department  of  Defense  (DOD)  spokes¬ 
person,  David  Super,  said,  “People  who  are 
homosexual  are  not  eligible  to  apply  for 
military  service.  If  they  are  already  in  the 
military  and  it’s  discovered  that  they’re 
homosexual,  they  are  discharged.” 

It  was  revealed  last  week  that  the  Pen¬ 
tagon  has  been  suppressing  a  year-old  study 
conducted  by  the  DOD  that  recommends 
ending  the  military’s  longstanding  anti-gay 
and  -lesbian  policies.  (See  GCN,  Oct.  29.) 

□  Kelly  Gaines 

Lesbians  live  it  up  in 
Ohio 

KIRKERSVILLE,  Ohio  —  More  than 
600  lesbians  turned  out  for  a  one-day  “mini¬ 
version  of  the  Michigan  Women’s  Music 
Festival”  Sept.  16.  According  to  Stonewall 
Union  Reports,  a  local  gay  and  lesbian 
newsletter,  the  event,  which  was  organized 
in  just  45  days,  was  sponsored  by  the  Les¬ 
bian  Business  Association. 

Events  included  entertainment  from  sev¬ 
eral  performers  including  the  Young  Femi¬ 
nist  Forum  Theater  Group  and  Akilah 
Blackwomyn  &  Diana  Willis.  There  was  also 
a  market  area  which  featured  t-shirts  and 
arts  and  crafts,  as  well  as  services  ranging 
from  massages  to  psychic  readings. 

The  Lesbian  Business  Association, 
founded  last  January,  grew  out  of  a  support 
group  that  had  been  formed  in  response  to 
the  failure  of  several  lesbian-owned  busi¬ 
nesses  in  the  Columbus  area.  Organizers  of 
the  event  were  so  pleased  with  the  turnout, 
which  included  women  from  Michigan,  In¬ 
diana,  and  Illinois,  that  they  hope  to  make  it 
an  annual  event. 

□  Kelly  Gaines 

Money  for  AIDS 
projects  in  other 
countries 

WASHINGTON,  D.C.  —  John  James’ 
AIDS  Treatment  News  reports  that  the 
American  Foundation  for  AIDS  Research 
(AmFAR)  will  fund  “AIDS  projects  [to  be] 
carried  out  in  the  developing  world  by  non¬ 
governmental  organizations.”  Possible 
areas  of  interest  include  education  for  pro¬ 
fessional  and  “lay”  audiences  by  local  ser¬ 
vice  providers  and  small-scale  projects  to 
facilitate  communication  and  information 
exchanges  about  AIDS. 

The  deadline  for  letters  of  interest,  which 
should  be  no  longer  than  two  pages,  is  Nov. 
30.  Letters  can  be  sent  to  AmFAR  by  fax, 
(212)  719-0712.  For  more  information,  con¬ 
tact  AmFAR  at  (212)  719-0033. 

□  Kelly  Gaines 
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Mass.  Senate  delays  gay 
rights  bill 

Supporters  of  the  bill  say  that  opponents  are  running  out 
of  options 


By  Carrie  Wofford 

BOSTON  —  Although  opponents  in  the 
Senate  managed  to  impose  more  delays  last 
week,  advocates  of  the  Massachusetts  Gay 
and  Lesbian  Civil  Rights  Bill  still  predict 
that  the  bill  will  become  law  soon.  “We’ve 
been  saying  for  a  long  time  that  we  can  see 
the  light  at  the  end  of  the  tunnel,”  said 
Arline  Isaacson,  lobbyist  for  the  Massachu¬ 
setts  Gay  and  Lesbian  Caucus.  “Now  we 
can  finally  say  we’re  at  the  end  of  the 
tunnel.” 

Movement  on  the  bill  during  last  few 
weeks  has  been  characterized  by  delays  from 
opponents  after  every  victory.  The  bill  pass¬ 
ed  the  House  of  Representatives  speedily 
Oct.  23,  and  the  Senate  voted  to  enact  the 
bill  Oct.  30.  However,  opponents  in  the 
Senate  moved  that  same  day  to  reconsider 
the  final  vote,  and  they  have  successfully 
delayed  the  bill  by  twice  tabling  action  on 
the  reconsideration  motion. 

Lobbyists  and  proponents  insist  that  a 
significant  majority  of  the  Senate  is  in  favor 
of  the  bill  and  they  say  they  are  confident 
that  the  bill  will  pass. 

Even  Senator  David  Locke  (R-Wellesley), 
a  chief  opponent  who  made  the  motion  to 
reconsider  the  vote,  realizes  that  the  bill  will 
pass,  according  to  spokespeople  in  his  of¬ 
fice.  Locke’s  aide  told  GCN  that  the 
Senator’s  motion  “is  a  tactic  the  opposition 
has  been  using  to... get  (Senators)  to  change 
their  minds.”  He  added  that  Locke 
“doesn’t  think  [changing  votes]  is  possible. 
It’s  just  a  routine  motion.” 


David  Osborne,  chief  of  staff  for  chief 
Senate  sponsor  Michael  Barrett  (D-Cam- 
bridge),  told  GCN  that  it  is  likely  that  both 
the  motion  to  table  and  the  vote  to  recon¬ 
sider  will  held  on  Monday,  Nov.  6.  Osborne 
said  that  part  of  the  reason  he  doubts  there 
will  be  further  delays  is  because  Senate  rules 
require  that  debate  on  a  reconsideration 
vote  be  limited  to  30  minutes.  Since  Sen. 
William  Kirby  (R-Whitman)  used  almost 
half  that  time  Oct.  3 1  when  he  made  the  mo¬ 
tion  to  table  the  reconsideration  vote,  the 
next  time  the  bill  comes  up,  the  Senate  will 
have  to  decide  within  the  first  15  minutes  of 
debate  whether  or  not  they  will  have  a  final 
vote  on  reconsidering  their  enactment  vote. 

Isaacson  told  GCN  that  there  was  “a  fun¬ 
ny  and  bizarre  twist”  to  the  delays  last  week. 
If  an  opponent  had  not  moved  to  table  the 
reconsideration  vote,  as  Kirby  did,  Isaacson 
said  that  chief  sponsor  Barrett  intended  to 
postpone  the  bill  another  day.  She  said  that 
supporters  of  the  bill  wanted  a  delay  because 
the  reconsideration  vote  fell  on  Oct.  31  and 
supporters  of  the  bill  did  not  want  enact¬ 
ment  to  occur  on  Halloween.  Isaacson  ex¬ 
plained  that  several  years  ago  a  pay  raise 
that  was  enacted  on  Halloween  was  subject 
to  ridicule.  “The  opposition  wanted  the 
[gay  rights]  bill  to  pass  on  Halloween  [so 
they  could]  make  a  mockery  of  it,”  she  said. 
Isaacson  added  that  proponents  of  the  bill 
are  particularly  wary  of  lending  fuel  to  a 
current  petition  drive  for  a  statewide  repeal 

Continued  on  page  12 


organizing  the  speak-out,  and  turned  out  in 
large  numbers.  One  section  of  the  teach-in 
addressed  the  experiences  of  youth,  and 
their  visions  for  the  future.  A  workshop 
provided  students  a  space  to  share  strategies 
about  campus  organizing. 

Many  of  the  speakers  devoted  attention  to 
the  successes  and  failures  of  reproductive 
rights  work  in  the  U.S.  Several  criticized  the 
narrow  agenda,  defensive  tactics,  and 
“politics  of  politeness”  that  have  often 
characterized  the  high-profile  “pro-choice” 
movement.  Fried  called  on  the  audience  to 
reject  “the  politics  of  fear”  that  have 
dominated  the  movement  since  1973. 
“We’re  so  afraid  of  losing  more,  we’ve  settl¬ 
ed  for  less  than  we  should.  We’ve  come  to 
see  blocking  defeats  as  a  victory.  ’  ’  Fried  also 
criticized  some  of  the  mainstream  political 
rhetoric  that  has  been  resurrected  in  the  face 
of  threats  to  legalized  abortion.  “We  must 
reject  calls  for  abortion  to  reduce  poverty. 
We  should  be  advocating  for  women  to  have 
the  children  they  want  to  have,  not  the  ones 
they  don’t.  We  must  reject  the  ‘too-many 
people’  argument.  We  know  this  means 
there  are  too  many  Third  World  people.” 

Brenda  Joyner  of  the  Feminist  Women’s 
Health  Center  in  Tallahassee  electrified  the 
crowd  with  her  analysis  of  what  she  describ¬ 
ed  as  “the  Florida  Stand-off,”  in  which  a 
coalition  successfully  blocked  Governor 
Bob  Martinez’  attempt  to  impose  sweeping 
restrictions  in  the  wake  of  the  Supreme 
Court’s  Webster  decision.  Like  many  of  the 
speakers,  she  called  for  the  creation  of  a 
pro-active  reproductive  rights  feminist 
agenda  that  is  anti-racist.  She  said  that  when 
the  Hyde  Amendment  was  passed  in  1976, 
eliminating  federal  funds  for  abortion,  there 
was  “not  the  same  anger”  as  there  is  now 
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All  trumped  up 

New  York  Halloween  action  demands  housing  for  PWAs 


NEW  YORK  —  ACT  UP/New  York  staged  a  Halloween  Day  protest  at  glitzy  Trump  Towers,  protesting 
the  million-dollar  tax  breaks  real  estate  magnates  receive,  even  as  New  York  City  fails  to  provide  adequate 
shelter  and  housing  to  the  estimated  10,000  homeless  people  with  AIDS  (PWAs). 

The  group’s  demands  included:  determining  real  estate  abatements  on  the  basis  of  social  worth,  not 
political  value;  converting  unoccupied  buildings  into  housing  and  care  facilities  for  PWAs;  and  providing 
AIDS  education  for  people  living  in  shelters,  including  clean  "works”  information. 

More  than  100  demonstrators  braved  the  pouring  rain  as  they  chanted  “Donald  Trump/What  a 
dump/AIDS  Housing  Now!”  and  other  slogans,  and  passed  out  condoms  to  passers-by.  Protesters  cheered 
as  a  banner  reading  “10^000.  Hojneless  with  AIDS”,was  successfully,  hung  from  the  office  tower  directly 
across  from  Trump  Tower.  ■ 

Following  the  outside  rally,  ACT  UP  members  discreetly  filed  into  the  first-floor  Atrium,  which  was 
already  filled  with  plain  clothes  police  and  Trump  Tower's  security  force.  When  a  protester  released 
"Trump  dollars”  as  he  rode  up  an  escalator,  he  was  immediately  set  up  by  the  police  and  pushed  and  shov¬ 
ed  before  he  was  arrested.  A  similar  scenario  occurred  as  other  ACT  UP  members  managed  to  release  the 
bogus  money  from  higher  balconies.  Six  people  in  all  were  arrested. 

According  to  onlookers,  the  security  police  seemed  to  panic  and  shut  off  the  down  escalator  at  one 
point  to  prevent  people  from  leaving.  It  took  police  15  minutes  to  clear  the  building.  The  demonstration 
continued  outside  for  another  20  minutes  before  the  protesters  dispersed. 

□  Lee  Snider 


By  Jennie  McKnight  and  Stephanie  Poggi 

BOSTON  —  On  July  4,  the  day  after  the 
Supreme  Court  dealt  a  stinging  blow  to 
abortion  rights,  thousands  of  women  and 
men  descended  on  the  State  House  here  — 
as  they  did  in  cities  around  the  country. 
After  an  hour-long  rally,  organizers,  who 
were  clearly  surprised  at  the  intensity  and 
size  of  the  crowd,  told  those  gathered  on  the 
steps  and  in  the  street  to  go  home.  Instead, 
many  refused,  blocking  traffic,  risking  ar¬ 
rest,  burning  flags  and  chanting  persistent¬ 
ly- 

Reflecting  back  on  that  day,  Jacqui  Alex¬ 
ander  told  GCN,  “Here  was  this  moment 
and  there  was  no  leadership.  How  often  do 
you  have  so  much  energy  from  the  ground 
up  and  no  direction  for  it?  Usually  it’s  the 
other  way  around.”  Alexander  was  one  of 
the  organizers  of  an  October  22  “Teach- 
In/Speak-Out  on  Abortion  and  Reproduc¬ 
tive  Rights”  at  Brandeis  University  just  out¬ 
side  Boston.  She  said  the  July  4  demonstra¬ 
tion  encouraged  her  and  other  women  to 
create  a  forum  in  which  “grassroots 
people”  could  articulate  a  broad  and  radical 
reproductive  rights  agenda.  Another 
organizer  of  the  teach-in,  Marlene  Fried  of 
the  local  Reproductive  Rights  Network,  said 
she  hoped  the  event  would  “both  push  the 
traditional  pro-choice  movement  and  be 
part  of  creating  something  outside  of  it.” 

A  diverse  group  of  university  and  com¬ 
munity  participants,  including  many  les¬ 
bians  of  color  and  white  lesbians,  organized 
the  day-long  event.  Lesbians  of  color  played 
an  especially  primary  role  in  envisioning  the 
program.  “From  the  very  beginning  there 
was  breadth.  The  vision  from  the  beginning 
was  not  to  took  at  abortion  and  then  look  at 
other  issues,  but  to  look  at  abortion  in  the 
context  of  reproductive  freedom,  women’s 


Candle-lighting  ceremony  just  before  freedom  songs  toward  the  end  of  the  Speak  Out,  Brandeis,  Oct. 
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survival  and  issues  of  sexuality,”  said  Fried. 
Alexander  said  she  believed  lesbians  were  so 
integral  to  this  event,  as  they  are  to  so  much 
of  the  reproductive  rights  movement, 
because  of  “the  v, 'de-ranging  offensive  of 
the  Right,  and  its  implications  for  health, 
colonization,  reproductive  rights  and  les¬ 
bian  and  gay  sexuality.  That  explains  why 
we  are  involved  in  this.”  She  added  that  les¬ 
bians  “have  for  a  long  time  chosen  to  work 
in  health  care.” 

Not  only  were  lesbians  involved  in  the 
planning,  but  lesbian  political  perspectives 
—  particularly  those  of  lesbians  of  color  — 
were  well  represented  throughout  the  day  of 
speak-outs  and  workshops  attended  by  over 
350  people.  Angela  Bowen,  co-chair  of  the 
National  Coalition  of  Black  Lesbians  and 
Gays,  spoke  on  “Lesbian  and  Gay  Sexuali¬ 
ty:  Mapping  the  Limits  of  ‘Privacy’  and 
‘Choice.’  ”  Puerto  Rican  lesbian  activist 
Ana  Ortiz  gave  a  rousing  analysis  of  the  ef¬ 
fects  of  U.S.  colonization  on  Puerto  Rican 
women’s  reproductive  rights.  Connie  Pan- 
zarino,  a  lesbian  with  disabilities  who  is  on 
the  board  of  the  Boston  Self-Help  Center, 
joined  Bowen  in  moderating  the  day’s 
events. 

Student  activists  were  also  central  in 


from  Webster.  “That’s  because  the  Hyde 
Amendment  knocked  on  the  doors  of  poor 
women  and  women  of  color,”  said  Joyner, 
“and  Webster  knocked  on  the  doors  of 
middle-class,  white  women.  If  we  had  gotten 
as  angry  at  Hyde  as  we  have  about  Webster, 
perhaps  we  wouldn’t  have  WebsterV' 

In  a  later  workshop,  Joyner,  who  is  a 
Black  lesbian  feminist,  described  the 
remarkable  coalition  that  came  together  to 
fight  Martinez’  onslaught.  Made  up  of 
feminist  groups,  a  Black  student  union,  the 
Rainbow  Coalition  and  other  progressive 
organizations,  and  supported  by  Black 
church  leaders,  the  coalition  was  able  to  get 
across  a  radical  message,  according  to 
Joyner.  Not  only  did  the  group  stave  off 
every  single  attack  in  a  recent  special  session 
of  the  state  legislature,  but  it  also  called  for 
the  restoration  of  state  Medicaid  for  abor¬ 
tion  and  for  Martinez’  ouster.  She  said  the 
involvement  of  the  Feminist  Women’s 
Health  Center,  which  is  located  in  the  Black 
community,  was  key  to  the  coalition  effort. 
Joyner  stressed  the  importance  of  not  set¬ 
tling  for  the  defense  of  existing  provisions, 
saying  “The  real  battle  is  before  us.” 

Many  participants  in  workshops  echoed 
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Shaping  a  radical  repro. 
rights  agenda  from  the 
ground  up 

Lesbians  of  color  play  central  role  in  Boston  'Teach- 
In/ Speak-Out’ 
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GCN  Job  Openings: 
Art  Director 

Available  immediately.  Maintain  overall 
design  of  the  paper  and  oversee  the  layout  and 
proofreading  functions  on  production  night. 
Design  centerspread  and  cover  graphics  (or 
assign  to  volunteer  artist),  as  well  as  weekly 
display  advertisements.  Work  with  Ad  Coor¬ 
dinator  and  Promotions  staff  on  income¬ 
generating  projects,  including  promo¬ 
tional/publicity  materials,  pamphlets  and  ad 
calls. 

Qualifications:  Strong  graphic  design  skills. 
Familiarity  with  type  specification,  paste-up, 
knowledge  of  offset  mechanical  production 
and  printing  techniques,  and  previous  related 
experience  preferred. 

Features  Editor 

Available  in  January  1990.  Solicit  and  edit  ar¬ 
ticles  covering  cultural  and  political  issues  for 
the  features  section,  including  monthly  book 
supplements.  Provide  overall  direction  for 
features  pages. 

Qualifications:  Strong  editing,  copy  editing 
and  writing  skills.  Knowledge  of  issues  of  im¬ 
portance  to  diverse  communities.  Organiza¬ 
tional  skills  and  ability  to  work  under  deadline 
pressure. 

Deadline  for  application:  December  1 1 

All  GCN  positions  require  commitments  to 
lesbian/gay  liberation,  feminism,  and  anti¬ 
racism,  an  awareness  of  class  issues,  and  a 
commitment  to  collective  decision-making. 

Salary/Benefits:  All  positions  pay  $200/week 
and  include  health/life  insurance,  routine 
health  care  through  the  Fenway  Community 
Health  Center,  sick  leave,  and  four  weeks  paid 
vacation.  GCN  offers  staff  members  respon¬ 
sibility  for  their  own  jobs,  with  flexibility  and 
ample  room  for  innovation. 

To  apply  for  either  position:  Please  send 
resume  and  cover  letter  to: 

GCN  job  Search  Committee 

62  Berkeley  Street 

Boston,  MA  021 16 


“Community  Voices”  and  “Speaking  Out”  are 
parts  of  our  efforts  to  provide  a  true  forum  of 
opinion  for  the  community.  We  encourage  you 
to  send  your  ideas,  feelings  and  comments  to  us, 
and  to  respond  to  ideas  expressed  in  this  space. 
We  welcome  all  contributions  except  personal 
attacks.  Copies  of  letters  and  “Speaking  Out” 
contributions  sent  elsewhere  are  print^  on  a 
space^vailable  basis.  GCN  reserves  the  right  to 
edit  letters  and  “Speaking  Out”  contributions 
for  length  and  clarity,  in  consultation  with  the 
author.  The  opinions  expressed  are  those  of  the 
author  and  are  not  intended  to  represent  the 
views  of  the  GCN  membership. 

Letter  and  “Speaking  Out”  contributions  must 
be  TYPED  and  DOUBLE-SPACED.  Letters  can 
be  NO  LONGER  THAN  TWO  PAGES.  “Speak¬ 
ing  Out”  contributions  can  be  NO  LONGER 
THAN  FOUR  PAGES.  Send  to:  Community 
Voices  or  Speaking  Out,  GCN,  62  Berkeley 
Street,  Boston,  MA  02116. 


Membership  meeting 


MEMBERS:  WE  NEED  YOU!!!  The  next 
membership  meeting  will  be  Wednesday, 
November  8  at  6:00  p.m.,  and  there  are  a  number 
of  important  discussions  scheduled  to  take  place 
that  require  substantive  participation  from  the 
membership.  Qne  major  topic  of  discussion  will  be 
proposals  from  the  Financial  Advisory  Group  about 
organizational  restructuring.  Please  come! 


Catching  it  from  both  sides 


Dear  GCN: 

As  long  as  the  Jewish-Christian  hide- 
your-sexuality  ethic  is  in  general  belief  by 
the  majority  of  the  population  in  this  coun¬ 
try,  those  of  us  who  are  homosexuals  will 
continue  to  be  persecuted.  Personally  I  feel 
that  the  people  who  bring  physical  violence 


on  us  are  afraid  of  us,  and  more  likely  than 
not  have  their  own  repressed  homosexual 
desires. 

I  am  42  years  old  and  have  only  found 
peace  of  mind  since  I  have  finally  accepted 
my  sexuality  as  fact.  What  I  wonder  is 
whether  we  are  a  different  ‘gender’  or  not. 
To  clarify  this  question  I  shall  use  my  own 
life  as  an  example. 

At  age  10  I  developed  a  fetish  for 
women’s  clothing.  When  at  home  I  would 
put  on  my  mother’s  clothing  from  the  skin 
out  and  far  from  feeling  weird  or  different, 
it  felt  natural.  Within  a  short  time  I  stopped 
wearing  boys’  underwear,  except  when  I  had 
no  choice,  and  wore  panties  90  percent  of 
the  time. 

At  12  I  had  sex  for  the  first  time  (not 
counting  masterbation)  and  my  affair  was 
with  a  boy  about  a  year  older  than  1  was. 
Like  most  boys  raised  in  a  “Christian”  family 
I  had  to  remain  in  the  closet.  I  tried  to  live  a 
‘normal’  lifestyle  but  was  miserable.  I  even, 
at  25,  married.  My  wife  and  I  had  a 
beautiful  baby  boy,  but  after  two  marriages 
and  divorces  I  have  come  to  feel  that  I  can¬ 
not  trust  “normal”  people,  male  or  female. 

For  the  pa.st  7  years  I  have  been  “locked 
down”  in  a  southern  penal  system.  My  per¬ 
sonal  opinion  is  that  those  of  us  who  are  ex¬ 
clusively  homosexual,  or  bi  but  with  a 
preference  for  the  same  sex,  should  by  law 
be  considered  a  separate  gender  with  full 
protection  and  rights,  guaranteed  and  en¬ 
forced.  This  would  hold  down  sexual  abuse, 
especially  when  they  try  to  cell  us  with  a 
stone-cold  hetero  who  despises  gays. 

Those  of  us  who  are  “transvestites”  or 
otherwise  gay  should  be  with  our  own. 
Otherwise  we  catch  it  from  both  sides, 
guards  and  prisoners. 

We  have  a  lot  of  closet  cases  out  there  in 
the  world  as  well  as  in  here  and  a  lot  of 
“buying  power”  etc.  If  everyone  would  just 
come  out  and  use  some  of  the  power  that  we 
have,  we  could  stop  a  lot  of  abuse  and 
discrimination.  Let’s  stand  up  for  our  rights 
and  give  ’em  hell  if  necessary! 

William  (Billie)  Perry 
79761  BKS  16 

■  PO  Box  500 

Grady,  AR  71644 

Exploiting  disabled  people  to 
raise  money 

Dear  GCN: 

The  Lesbian  and  Gay  Public  Awareness 
Project  (LGPAP)  is  a  new  organization  that 
wants  to  prevent  homophobic  violence.  One 
advertisement  states,  “Education  is  our  on¬ 
ly  lasting  weapon  against  bigotry.  ’  ’  The  ad  is 
headlined  with;  “Dan  is  Gay.  So  they  crip¬ 
pled  him  for  life.” 

As  a  gay  disabled  man  I  have  been  deeply 
offended  by  the  images  of  disabled  people 
that  get  used  as  funding  gimmicks.  Every 
year  in  this  country  Jerry  Lewis  perpetuates 
“poor  cripple,”  “poster  child”  images,  as 
does  the  Easter  Seal  Society,  as  does  the 
March  of  Dimes,  as  do  many  other  organi¬ 
zations. 

I  want  LGPAP  to  know  that  I  see  no  dif¬ 
ference  between  how  the  above  mentioned 
groups  raise  money  and  how  they  attempt  to 
raise  money.  Raising  money  is  not  the  issue. 
The  issue  is  how  that  money  is  raised.  The 
use  of  pity  and  scare  tactics  to  raise  money  is 
something  disabled  people  have  had  to  live 
with  for  decades.  It  has  no  place  in  the  les¬ 
bian/gay  community  or  in  the  anti-violence 
movement.  The  appearance  of  this  ad 
makes  me  feel  skeptical  about  our  commit¬ 
ment  to  eliminating  the  oppression  of  dis¬ 
abled  people. 

There  are  many  different  ways  to  raise 
money  to  prevent  homophobic  violence  that 
do  not  need  to  be  oppressive  of  disabled 
people.  The  use  of  the  word  “cripplejdj” 
referring  to  Dan  in  the  third  person,  and  the 
use  of  a  photograph  of  him  in  a  wheelchair 
(with  the  present  copy),  is  disempowering.  It 
sets  up  a  dynamic  in  which  people  give  out 
of  ableist  conditioning. 

LGPAP  has  chosen  to  exploit  disabled 
people  to  raise  money.  I  think  they  owe  us 
an  apology.  Until  they  publicly  apologize 
and  withdraw  this  ad  I  would  suggest  that 
people  consider  not  giving  money  to  this 
group.  Find  another  lesbian/gay  anti¬ 
violence  project  to  support  with  your 
money.  Also  I  am  returning  all  mail  from 
them  with  the  following  written  on  it;  Smash 
Ableism/Smash  Homophobia/No  More 
Poster  Children.  Please  do  the  same. 
LGPAP  can  be  contacted  at;  PO  Box  6503, 
Los  Angeles,  CA  90065  (213-281-1946). 
Thanks. 

_  Larry  Roberts 

H  Ithaca,  NY 
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Gay  Community  News  is  produced  by  a  collective  dedicated  to  providing  coverage  of  events  and  news  in  the  interest  of 
gay  and  lesbian  liberation.  The  collective  consists  of  a  paid  staff  of  ten,  a  general  membership  of  volunteers,  and  a  board  of 
directors  elected  by  the  membership. 


Opinions  reflected  in  "editorials"  represent  the  views  of  the  paid  staff  collective.  Signed  letters  and  columns  represent  the 
views  and  opinions  of  the  authors  only.  We  encourage  all  readers  to  send  us  comments,  criticism,  and  information,  and  to 
volunteer  and  become  members. 

The  GCN  Collective  in  alphabetical  order  by  primary  title/function  (’indicates  member  of  paid  staff  collective): 


ADVERTISING 

Display:  Wickie  Stamps' 

Classified:  Margaret  V\6llace’ 

ANTI-RACISM  COMMITTEE 
Art  Cohen,  Stephanie  Poggi,  Gordon  Gottlieb 
ART/PRODUCTION  DEPARTMENT 
Art  Director:  Fredric  Gorman* 

Illustrators/Layout:  Alison  Bechdel,  Jim  Fauntleroy,  Liz 
Galst,  Lisa  johnson,  Kris  Kovick,  jean  Vallon,  Ann 
Strasbourg 

Proofreaders:  Steven  Burke,  jan  Fielding,  Gordon 

Gottlieb,  Rob  Krikorian,  John  O'Brien,  Vernon  Reed, 

june  Ritter,  Read  Weaver 

Production  Night  Sustenance:.  Read  Weaver 

BOARD  OF  DIRECTORS 

Mary  Eich,  jim  Fauntleroy,  Phil  Harper,  Catharine  Reid, 

julle  Rioux,  Candyce  Rusk 

CIRCULATION  DEPARTMENT 

Coordinators:  jennie  McKnight’ 

Data  Ent^:  Whitt  Pond,  Paul  Schierenbeck 

Staff:  Carrie  Allison,  Paul  Amato,  janna  Bremer,  David 

Hamburger,  Ma^  Hatch,  David  Hunt,  Ronn  jackson, 

William  Newton,  Warren  Patterson,  Mark  Renaud, 

Gilbert  Roy,  Jr,,  Bill  Sweet 
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SPEAKING  OUT 


Growing  repression  of  political  prisoners 


By  Susan  Rosenberg 

Picture:  An  underground  basement  con¬ 
taining  16  cells  painted  all  white  with  no 
natural  light.  Wire  mesh  covering  all  win¬ 
dows  making  a  view  out  impossible.  No 
sound  from  outside.  Eleven  large  rotating 
surveillance  cameras.  Electronic  gates  con¬ 
trolled  from  a  command  center  in  another 
building.  Constant  surveillance  and  con- 

The  appeals  court  held  that 
the  government  is  free  to  use 
the  political  beliefs  and 
association  of  prisoners  as  a 
basis  for  treating  us  more 
harshly  and  placing  us  in 
maximum  security 
_ conditions. _ 

trolled  movement  supervised  by  specially 
trained  prison  guards.  Infrequent  family 
visits.  Two  ten-minute  phone  calls  a  week 
that  were  later  listened  to,  recorded, 
transcribed,  analyzed  and  forwarded  to 
other  law  enforcement  agencies  for  analysis. 
Sexual  intimidation  and  constant  harass¬ 
ment  by  male  guards.  Never  more  than  five 
women  in  this  place.  A  psychological  prison 
(torture  center)  in  Uruguay?  A  scene  from 
the  film  A  Clockwork  Orange!  No!  The 
U.S.  Federal  Bureau  of  Prisons  (BOP)  High 
Security  Unit  (HSU)  at  the  women’s  federal 
correctional  Institution  in  Lexington,  Ken¬ 
tucky,  which  opened  in  October,  1986. 

The  HSU  was  officially  shut  down  on 
August  15,  1988.  During  the  almost  two 
years  it  was  operational,  it  held  three  women 
political  prisoners:  Alejandrina  Torres  (a 
Puerto  Rican  Independista  and  Prisoner  of 
War);  Silvia  Baraldini  (an  Italian  national 
and  anti-imperialist  convicted  of  par¬ 
ticipating  in  the  1979  prison  liberation  of 
Black  Liberation  Army  member  Assata 
Shakur);  and  myself,  Susan  Rosenberg  (a 
nqrthamerican  anti-imperialist  convicted  of 
weapons  possession).  Two  other  social 


prisoners  —  Debra  Brown  (currently  on 
death  row  in  Ohio)  and  Sylvia  Brown  (cur¬ 
rently  at  the  Marianna  maximum  security 
women’s  unit)  were  also  subjected  to  the  ex¬ 
periment.  The  administration  unofficially 
informed  the  political  women  that  we  could 
only  be  considered  for  transfer  into  general 
population  if  we  would  renounce  our  politi¬ 
cal  affiliations  and  beliefs.  At  the  same  time, 
the  two  social  prisoners  were  told  that  if  they 
did  not  associate  with  the  political  women, 
their  stay  in  the  HSU  would  be  considerably 
shortened.  None  of  the  political  women 
were  placed  in  the  HSU  for  disciplinary  in¬ 
fractions  committed  while  in  prison. 

The  HSU  came  to  symbolize  the  U.S. 
government’s  hypocrisy:  while  it  claimed 
that  it  had  no  political  prisoners  in  its 
prisons,  the  HSU  was  the  first  explicitly  po¬ 
litical  prison.  It  was  the  subject  of  militant 
opposition  initiated  by  the  Puerto  Rican  In¬ 
dependence  Movement  that  included  groups 
ranging  from  social  justice-oriented  church 
groups  to  radical  women  and  lesbian 
groups.  The  HSU  was  condemned  by 
Amnesty  International  as  small  group  isola¬ 
tion,  an  internationally  recognized  form  of 
psychological  torture  —  and  it  was  closed 
officially  by  a  court  ruling  from  the  legal 
challenge  in  Baraldini  v.  Thornburgh.  Judge 
Barrington  Parker  concluded  in  his  deci¬ 
sion,  “It  is  one  thing  to  place  persons  under 
greater  security  because  they  have  escape 
histories  and  pose  special  risks  to  our  correc¬ 
tional  institutions.  But  consigning  anyone  to 
a  high  security  unit  for  past  political  associa¬ 
tions  they  will  never  shed  unless  forced  to  re¬ 
nounce  them  is  a  dangerous  mission  for  this 
country’s  prison  system  to  continue.’’ 

On  September  8,  1989,  the  U.S.  Court  of 
Appeals  in  Washington,  D.C.,  overturned 
the  Parker  decision. 

The  appeals  court  held  that  the  govern¬ 
ment  is  free  to  use  the  political  beliefs  and 
association  of  prisoners  as  a  basis  for  treat¬ 
ing  us  more  harshly  and  placing  us  in  max¬ 
imum  security  conditions.  Further,  the  ap¬ 
peals  court  ruling  means  that  no  court  can 


question  or  dispute  the  prison’s  decisions 
even  if  those  decisions  explicitly  involve  the 
prisoner’s  politics  or  political  identity. 

This  legal  decision  gives  official  sanction 
to  the  BOP  to  place  political  prisoners  into 
control  units.  A  control  unit  is  a  prison 
block  within  a  prison  that  isolates  prisoners 
within  them.  There  is  no  movement  in  the 
units,  and  they  are  designed  to  break  the 
prisoner  through  sensory  deprivation  and 
control.  The  control  unit  is  the  U.S. 
equivalent  of  the  West  German  or  British 
“dead  wings”  or  “white  cells.”  The  appeals 
court  ruling  will  also  affect  Marion  Peniten¬ 
tiary  for  men,  where  prisoners  have  been 
locked  in  their  cells  23  hours  a  day  for  over 
five  years.  Marion  has  also  been  condemned 
by  Amnesty  International,  and  it  is  also  used 
as  a  control  unit  for  political  prisoners  and 
prisoners  of  war.  While  Marion  is  supposed¬ 
ly  a  punishment  facility,  a  growing  number 
of  political  prisoners  have  been  designated 
there  directly  from  trial.  The  new  Lexington 
legal  decision  allows  the  BOP  to  build  more 
control  units  and  to  carry  out  this 

All  the  government  has  to  do 
is  label  someone  a  “terrorist” 
or  a  “security  risk”  and  they 
can  be  subject  to  the  most 
regressive  prison  conditions 
and  human  rights  violations. 

“mission”  against  the  government’s  politi¬ 
cal  opposition.  All  the  government  has  to  do 
is  label  someone  a  “terrorist”  or  a  “security 
risk”  and  they  can  be  subject  to  the  most 
repressive  prison  conditions  and  human 
rights  violations. 

The  BOP  never  acknowledged  the  con¬ 
demnation  of  the  conditions  at  the  HSU. 
They  continued  to  maintain  that  the  condi¬ 
tions  were  “humane.”  They  never  complied 
with  the  original  court  order  enjoining  them 
to  transfer  the  women  held  at  the  HSU  into 
general  populations.  Instead,  they  built  a 


new  “maximum  security”  unit  for  women 
inside  the  men’s  federal  prison  in  Marianna, 
Florida.  The  “mission”  of  the  BOP  at  Lex¬ 
ington  will  be  carried  on  in  a  slightly  more 
palatable  form  at  Marianna.  This 
“mission”  is  one  part  of  the  overall  pro¬ 
gram  of  the  BOP  to  increase  regimentation, 
control,  and  repression  against  all  women  in 
prison. 

Since  1980,  a  growing  number  of  women 
have  been  arrested  and  given  long  sentences 
for  political  actions  against  the  government, 
including  Puerto  Rican,  Black  and  North- 
american  revolutionaries.  Now  that  the 
transfer  of  political  prisoners  to  the  Marian¬ 
na  prison  has  been  approved  by  the  appeals 
court  decision,  it  is  just  a  matter  of  time 
before  some,  if  not  all,  are  sent  there. 

The  political  campaign  that  was  crucial  in 
bringing  the  pressure  to  close  the  HSU  is 
needed  again.  For  more  information  contact 
Washington,  DC  2(X)38;  or  Freedom  Now! 
cal  Prisoners’  Rights,  P.O.  Box  28191, 
Washington,  D.C.  20038;  or  Freedom  Now! 
Campaign  for  Amnesty  and  Human  Rights 
for  Political  Prisoners  in  the  United  States, 
5249  N.  Kenmore,  Chicago,  Illinois  60640. 

The  U.S.  government  continues  to  deny 
that  there  are  political  prisoners  in  its  jails  — 
just  as  it  denies  that  there  are  deep  social 
problems  within  our  society.  Yet  the  same 
government  that  hopes  to  make  it  a  crime 
against  the  state  for  women  to  control  our 
own  bodies  is  also  trying  hard  to  destroy 
women  political  prisoners  and  our  com¬ 
mitments  and  identities. 

We  will  continue  to  resist.  Your  support 
will  make  a  critical  difference. 

Susan  Rosenberg  is  an  anti-imperialist 
political  prisoner  and  Resistance  Conspiracy 
Case  defendant. 

[For  further  information  about  the  Lex¬ 
ington  Women ’s  Control  Unit,  and  those  in¬ 
carcerated  at  the  facility,  see  GCN’s  inter¬ 
view  in  the  January  8-14,  1989  issue.  —  Ed.] 


ACT  U P/New  York’s  strategy  misfired 


By  Michael  Petrelis 

ACT  UP/New  York,  the  grandparent  of 
the  direct  action,  drugs-into-bodies  AIDS 
movement,  stumbled  badly  during  the  re¬ 
cent  controversy  over  the  underground 
testing  of  Compound  Q.  The  drug,  a  plant 
protein  used  for  decades  in  China  for  other 
indications,  was  shown  to  have  potent  effect 
in  the  test  tube  in  killing  the  Human  Im¬ 
munodeficiency  Virus  (HIV),  the  virus 
thought  to  cause  AIDS. 

After  listening  to  officials  say  for  years 
that  no  magic  bullet  would  be  forthcoming 
to  cure  AIDS  and  HIV-infection,  Com¬ 
pound  Q  sharply  renewed  hope  in  some  sec¬ 
tors  of  the  AIDS  community.  The  drug  had 
been  kept  under  wraps  for  two  years  by 
scientists  and  a  pharmaceutical  company 
more  concerned  with  securing  patent  rights 
than  with  getting  the  substance  into  bodies. 
When  word  of  Compound  Q  finally  hit  the 
medical  journals  and  lesbian/gay  press, 
AIDS  activists  realized  additional  years 
would  pass  before  official  studies  were 
undertaken  and  results  produced  —  years 
where  thousands  more  people  with  com¬ 
plications  of  HIV  infections  would  die. 

Instead  of  pressuring  the  still-hostile  and 
inept  government  and  academic  AIDS  of¬ 
ficialdom  to  move  on  Compound  Q,  AIDS 
activists  bypassed  standard  drug-testing 
procedures.  Spearheaded  by  the  San  Fran- 
cisco-based  AIDS  information  clearing¬ 
house  Project  Inform,  the  activists,  in  two 
months,  organized  a  treatment  protocol 
themselves. 

ACT  UP/New  York  established  its  repu¬ 
tation  and  spawned  a  national  movement  by 
forcefully  condemning  the  AIDS  medico- 
political  establishment.  Shockingly,  instead 
of  embracing  Project  Inform’s  Compound 
Q  efforts,  ACT  UP/New  York  has  been  the 
study’s  harshest  critic.  ACT  UP/New  York, 
however,  didn’t  simply  publicly  disagree 
over  strategy;  it  used  half-truths  and 
fabrications  to  sensationalize  the  trial.  In 
the  process,  the  future  of  other 
underground  trials  has  been  jeopardized. 

In  early  October,  ACT  UP/New  York,  in 


an  attempt  to  cover  all  its  bases,  issued  a 
statement  of  support  of  Project  Inform’s 
Compound  Q  treatment  protocol.  Why  did 
it  take  so  long  to  pass  such  a  simple  state¬ 
ment  —  longer  indeed  than  it  took  the  FDA 
to  hold  its  productive  meeting  on  Com¬ 
pound  Q?  I  believe  that  individual  per¬ 
sonalities,  the  age-old  East  Coast  vs.  West 
Coast  schism,  and  simple  egoism  affected 
ACT  UP/New  York’s  ability  to  assess  Com¬ 
pound  Q’s  importance.  This  begs  the  larger 

In  a  significant  way,  ACT 
UP/New  York  has  not  lived 
up  to  its  founding  mission  to 
achieve  greater  access  to 
promising  drugs,  get  those 
drugs  into  people's  bodies, 
and  ensure  better  health 
care. . . .  This  has  got  to 
change.  It's  time  for  ACT 
UP/New  York  to  design  its 
own  trials. 

question  of  ACT  UP/New  York  relinquish¬ 
ing  its  role  of  being  on  the  cutting  edge  of 
treatment  issues. 

In  a  significant  way,  ACT  UP/New  York 
has  not  lived  up  to  its  founding  mission  to 
achieve  greater  access  to  promising  drugs, 
get  those  drugs  into  people’s  bodies,  and  en¬ 
sure  better  health  care.  Most  disheartening, 
when  support  was  crucially  needed,  ACT 
UP/New  York  instead  unjustly  condemned 
other  activist’s  efforts  to  get,  with  informed 
consent,  drugs  into  bodies. 

I  think  the  prevailing  attitude  of  ACT 
UP/New  York  is  that  it  can  sit  on  the 
sidelines,  criticize  with  impunity  efforts  of 
both  the  community  and  government  to  get 
drugs  into  bodies,  and  deliver  nothing  of 
itself  (other  than  assist  in  an  occasional  pro¬ 
cedural  change  like  Parallel  Track.)  This  has 


got  to  change.  It’s  time  for  ACT  UP/New 
York  to  design  its  own  trials.  There  is  no 
need  for  ACT  UP/New  York  instead  to 
assume  the  role  of  an  AmFAR,  Junior,  i.e., 
having  influence  without  having  any  direct 
responsibility  for  getting  drugs  into  bodies. 
(I  submit  that  AmFAR  is  a  quasi-govern¬ 
ment  agency  dedicated  to  toeing  the  phar¬ 
maceutical  company  and  government  party 
lines,  and  has  no  hands-on  influence.) 

Peptide  T,  a  promising  anti-AIDS  drug, 
has  been  languishing  on  the  back  burner  of 
the  federal  government’s  AIDS  drug  devel¬ 
opment  for  three  years.  But  it  is  the  top 
priority  of  such  AIDS  activists  as  Pro- 
vincetown  Positive  and  ACT  UP/Province- 
town,  who  have  organized  a  successful 
telephone-zap  against  the  drug’s  ambivalent 
licensee,  Bristol-Myers. 

On  October  5,  1989,  ACT  UP/New  York 
sent  a  cogent,  eight-page  letter  to  the  govern¬ 
ment  listing  ten  areas  where  the  government 
has  failed  to  meet  the  needs  of  the  AIDS 
community  in  regard  to  the  development, 
approval,  and  distribution  of  Peptide  T.  But 
mere  letter  writing  and  polite  negotiation  are 
not  enough! 

ACT  UP/New  York  must  design  its  own 
Phase  II  Peptide  T  clinical  trial.  And  why 
not?  ACT  UP/New  York  has  some  of  the 
best  minds  in  the  AIDS  activist  movement. 
They  can  do  it.  The  question  is  whether 
ACT  UP/New  York  is  willing  to  put  its 
words  into  action. 

At  this  juncture  in  the  U.S.  AIDS 
genocide,  it  is  imperative  that  ACT 
UP/New  York  actually  design  and  execute 
its  own  drug  trial  of  Peptide  T.  If  the  history 
of  the  AIDS  genocide  thus  far  has  taught  us 
anything,  it  is  that  we  must  assume  the  gov¬ 
ernment’s  role  ourselves.  If  the  government 
were  properly  doing  its  job,  we  wouldn’t 
need  the  Gay  Men’s  Health  Crises,  Com¬ 
munity  Research  Initiatives,  or  AIDS  Treat¬ 
ment  Registries.  But  it  isn’t.  ACT  UP/New 
York  must  accept  this  reality  and  proceed 
accordingly. 

ACT  UP/New  York  knows  in  intimate 
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detail  what  is  wrong  with  the  current  drug- 
approval  process  run  by  academics  in  ivory 
towers,  incompetent  and  apathetic  govern¬ 
ment  flunkies,  and  greedy  profiteering  drug 
companies. 

Every  complaint  that  has  been  justifiably 
leveled  against  the  glacially  slow  drug  ap¬ 
proval  process  can  be  alleviated  if  only  ACT 
UP/New  York  would  undertake  a  treatment 
protocol  of  Peptide  T  similar  to  or  bettei 
than  the  Project  Inform  Compound  C 
study.  Not  enough  people  of  color,  women 
intravenous-drug  users,  or  children?  Can’' 
ACT  UP/New  York,  with  its  vast  resources 
locate  these  people  to  get  a  more  equitabk 
representation  of  the  AIDS  community  in  i 
Peptide  T  trial?  And  if  the  issue  is  quality 
patient  care  while  in  the  study,  can’t  ACT 
UP/New  York  do  better  than  anything  dom 
up  to  now? 

The  new  definition  of  “direct  action”  foi 
ACT  UP/New  York  must  mean  directly  sec¬ 
uring  the  anti-AIDS  drugs  we  want  tested 
now;  putting  those  drugs  into  the  bodies 
that  need  and  want  them;  providing  quality 

If  the  history  of  the  AIDS 
genocide  thus  far  has  taught 
us  anything,  it  is  that  we 
must  assume  the 
government's  role  ourselves. 

patient  care  during  the  trial;  producing 
evaluable  data;  and  hopefully  saving  lives. 
Anything  less  is  dilettante  activism. 

Michael  Petrelis  is  a  co-founder  of  ACT 
UP/New  York  and  the  founder  of  ACT 
UP/Portland,  Oregon.  He  welcomes  com¬ 
ments  from  readers,  and  may  be  contacted 
at  345  West  1 6th  Street,  No.  16,  New  York, 
NY  1001 1,  tel.  (212)255-0188. 
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Thousands  of  dollars 
raised  by  gay  group 

The  Human  Rights  Campaign  Fund  holds  its  annual  New 
England  fundraiser 


By  Gordon  Gottlieb 

BOSTON  —  In  what  has  become  a  yearly 
event  on  the  high-dollar  fundraising  scene, 
the  Human  Rights  Campaign  Fund 
(HRCF),  the  Washington-based  gay  and  les¬ 
bian  advocacy  group  and  political  action 
committee,  raised  over  $85  thousand  at  its 
annual  New  England  Dinner  Oct.  20.  More 
than  900  guests,  primarily  Boston-area  gay 
men,  attended  the  S150-a-plate  dinner, 
mingling  with  elected  officials  and  listening 
to  both  gay-  and  straight-  identified  politi¬ 
cians  discuss  gay  rights  at  the  state  and 
federal  levels. 


head  up  HRCF,  where  he  has  expanded 
both  HRCF’s  purview  and  staffing.  In  addi¬ 
tion  to  raising  money  for  pro-gay  and 
-lesbian  candidates,  for  Congress,  HRCF  is 
developing  a  nationwide  constituency 
mobilization  program.  As  part  of  the 
group’s  expansion,  McFeeley  has  hired 
more  women  and  has  increased  the  diversity 
on  its  board  of  directors. 

Citing  the  rise  of  violence  against  gay  peo¬ 
ple  and  the  implicit  support  of  right-wing 
politicians,  McFeeley  lashed  out  against  the 
“homophobia  and  misogyny.. .that  is  anti¬ 


Tim  McFeeley  (L),  Ann  Robbart,  and  Al  Petras  at  the  HRCF  dinner,  Oct.  20 


Keynote  speaker  ex-Sen.  Lowell  Weicker 
(R-Conn.)  was  unable  to  fly  out  of  fog¬ 
bound  New  York,  so  the  event’s  co-chairs 
—  Massachusetts  Lt.  Gov.  Evelyn  Murphy 
and  Robert  Farmer,  Michael  Dukakis’  chief 
fundraiser  —  enjoyed  the  spotlight.  Given 
their  close  identification  with  the 
Massachusetts  governor  whose  homophobic 
foster  care  policy  and  cuts  in  state  social  ser¬ 
vices  have  alienated  voters,  several  activists 
decried  giving  such  recognition  to  Murphy 
and,  especially,  to  Farmer.  No  protests  oc¬ 
curred  however,  and  the  audience  gave  both 
speakers  enthusiastic  applause. 

For  HRCF  Executive  Director  Tim 
McFeeley,  the  event  was  a  homecoming  of 
sorts.  McFeeley  left  Boston  last  summer  to 


family,  un-normal  and  unnatural.’’  He 
described  the  need  for  more  congressional 
awareness  of  gay  and  lesbian  issues  and  pro¬ 
moted  an  innovative  “videogram’’  pro¬ 
gram,  where  gay  men  and  lesbians  attending 
HRCF-sponsored  house  parties  would 
“talk”  directly  to  their  members  of  Con¬ 
gress  about  being  gay. 

McFeeley  congratulated  the  crowd  for 
“dressing  up,  paying  up  and  standing  up  for 
your  rights.”  Half  of  the  proceeds  go  to 
HRCF,  and  the  balance  will  be  divided 
among  several  gay  and  lesbian  organizations 
in  New  England,  with  a  major  portion  going 
to  Boston’s  Gay  and  Lesbian  Advocates  and 
Defenders.  □ 


Yale 

Continued  from  page  I 

them  were  handcuffed.  Throughout  the  in¬ 
cident,  according  to  Dobbs,  the  men  were 
subject  to  anti-gay  and  AIDS-phobic 
remarks  made  by  officers  from  the  Yale  and 
New  Haven  Police  Departments  as  well  as 
Connecticut  Department  of  Corrections  of¬ 
ficers.  Dobbs  reported  that  all  of  the  police 
officers  were  wearing  rubber  gloves  and  that 
one  cop  whispered  to  him,  “If  I  ever  see  you 
on  the  street.  I’ll  kill  you.” 

All  of  the  men  were  charged  with  charges 
of  interfering  with  police  officers  and 
breach  of  peace.  Eight  of  the  men  were  held 
for  about  90  minutes  until  they  reluctantly 
gave  their  names  and  finished  the  paper¬ 
work.  Both  Oxman  and  Dobbs  said  the  men 
had  initially  withheld  their  names  because 
they  felt  they  were  arrested  on  false  charges. 
In  addition,  they  said,  the  police  did  not 
read  the  Miranda  rights  to  many  of  the  ar¬ 
restees.  Dobbs  was  held  longer,  but  was 
eventually  released. 

Meanwhile,  the  ad  hoc  group  of  pro¬ 
testers  made  up  of  the  lecture  audience  mar¬ 
ched  to  the  police  station  chanting,  “Dykes 
and  Fags  are  here  to  stay”  and  “Come  to 
Yale,  Go  to  jail!”  They  remained  outside 
the  station,  chanting  and  singing,  until  all  of 
the  men  were  released. 

Weak  response  from  Yale 

Sheila  Wellington,  University  Secretary 
and  the  official  in  charge  of  the  campus 
police,  called  a  press  conference  the  next 
day,  Oct.  28.  She  said  that  there  would  be  an 
investigation  to  determine  whether  there 
had  been  a  violation  of  Yale’s  policy  of 
freedom  of  speech  and  that  Yale  police  of¬ 
ficers  would  det  ermine  the  facts  of  the  case. 

On  Sunday,  Oct.  29,  conference  par¬ 


ticipants  drew  up  a  list  of  demands  and 
presented  them  to  the  Yale  police  at  a  large 
rally  in  front  of  the  campus  station.  The 
demands,  which  were  directed  toward  both 
the  school  and  the  city  of  New  Haven,  in¬ 
clude  sensitivity  towards  gay  and  lesbian 
issues,  public  statements  from  the  Universi¬ 
ty  about  gay  and  lesbian  rights,  inclusion  in 
the  Yale  archives  of  the  safe  sex  posters,  and 
firing  all  offending  officers. 

Another  protest  —  the  third  in  less  than  a 
week  —  was  staged  Nov.  1  at  Yale  President 
Benno  Schmidt’s  office.  Activist  Alfredo 
Monferre  told  GCN  that  Wellington  con¬ 
tradicted  her  statement  from  a  few  days 
later  and  said  that  it  was  the  responsibility  of 
those  who  had  been  arrested  to  contact  the 
police  and  not  the  other  way  around. 
Schmidt,  who  has  a  history  of  poor  relations 
with  the  gay  and  lesbian  community,  was 
not  in  his  office,  although  protesters  had  re¬ 
quested  a  meeting  with  him.  Both  Well¬ 
ington  and  Schmidt  issued  statements  call¬ 
ing  for  investigation  into  the  matter,  but 
neither  mentioned  homophobia  or  anti-gay 
violence. 

Schmidt  was  quoted  in  the  New  Haven 
Register  as  saying,  at  least  one  of  the  posters 
could  be  considered  obscene  under  U.S. 
Supreme  Court  law. 

Meanwhile,  there  was  anger  about  the 
way  John  Boswell,  a  noted  gay  scholar, 
handled  the  Nov.  1  press  conference.  Dur¬ 
ing  the  meeting,  he  said,  “We  are  waiting 
for  the  facts.”  Douglas  Krimp,  editor  of  Oc¬ 
tober  magazine,  told  GCN  that  he  thought 
Boswell  was  trying  to  “cover  up”  what  hap¬ 
pened  because  he  wanted  “the  whole  thing 
to  go  away.” 

According  to  Monferre,  the  charges 
against  four  of  the  nine  arrestees  were  drop¬ 
ped  Nov.  2.  A  hearing  for  the  remaining 
five,  including  Dobbs,  is  set  for  Nov.  20.  □ 
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Campaign  Headquarters 

^£v.pos  195  Brookline  Street 
Cambridge,  MA  02139 

491-7435  ’ 


Vote  Denise 
Simmons 

November  7,  1989 


Denise  will  fight  for  programs  that 
put  people  first: 

Our  homes  and  community 

^  Fair  rent  control  and  more  low-income 
housing 

^  Careful  planning  and  community  con¬ 
trols  on  development 

Our  neighborhoods 

A  good  “neighbor”  campaign  to  foster 
citizen  action 

►  Safer  streets  through  increased  crime 
prevention  and  anti-drug  programs 

^  Reduced  traffic  in  residential  areas 

Our  work 

►  More  jobs  and  job  training,  especially 
for  young  people 

Our  kids 

►Expanded  youth  services,  including  more 
youth  workers  to  counsel  and  work  with 
young  people 


A 

Pro 

Rent 

Control 

Candidate 


Denise  Simmons  is  endorsed  by: 

Working  Committee  Cambridge  Rainbow 
Cambridge  Tenant  Union 
Cambridge  Civic  Association 


EBaB'O'a 


24HOURUVEAaiONl 

b900«999*8500 

_ (95<  Istalwl* _ 


50(  each  odditional  minute) 

Hear  Hot  Messages  &  leave  answer  in 
privacy  on  our  new  Electronic  Mall  Box! 

1  -900-234-2345 


FOREX- 

ceptional 

TRAVEL 

VALUES 


Honolulu . $199  OW 

Miami . $99  OW 

San  Juan . $95.75  OW 

Barbados . .$133  OW 

Aruba . $133  OW 

St.  Marteen . $133  OW 

Each  way  based  on  a  round 
trip.  Tax  not  included. 

FOREX 

TRAVEL 

76  ARLINGTON  STREET 
BOSTON,  MA  02116 

482-2900 

Serving  the  Community 
Since  1975 


COMMUNITY 

GUIDE 


ACCOMMODATIONS 

OASIS  GUEST  HOUSE 
22  Edgerly  Road 
Boston,  MA  02115 
(617)  267-2262 

ACUPUNCTURE 

JAMES  F.  LEATH,  R.  Ac. 
HARMONY  HOLISTIC 
HEALTH 

669  Somerville  Ave. 
Somerville,  MA 
Porter  Square  T 
(617)628-9547 

ALCOHOUDRUG 

TREATMENT 

FENWAY  COMMUNITY 
HEALTH  CENTER 
332  Newbury  St. 

Boston,  MA  02115 
(617)  267-0900 

SPOFFORD  HALL 
Route  9A 

Spofford,  NH  03462 
(603)  363-4545 

AUDITING/TAXES 

LILLIAN  GONZALES 
Certified  Public 
Accountant 
126  State  St. 

Boston,  MA  02109 
(617)523-1060 

BICYCLES 

FERRIS  WHEELS 
Bicycle  Shop 
64  South  St. 

Jamaica  Plain,  MA 
02130 

(617)  522-7082 

BROADWAY  BICYCLE 
SCHOOL 
351  Broadway, 
Cambridge 
(617)  868-3392 
T,W,F.Sat  10-6  Th  12-8 
Repairs/Parts/Work¬ 
space 

BOOKS 

GLAD  DAY 
BOOKSTORE 
673  Boylston  St. 

Boston,  MA  02108 
(617)  267-3010 

LIBERATION  BOOK 
CLUB 
PO  Box  453 
South  Norwalk,  CT 
06856 

National  gay  &  lesbian 
book  club 

NEW  WORDS 
A  WOMEN'S 
BOOKSTORE 
186  Hampshire  St. 
Cambridge,  MA  02139 
(617)876-5310 

REDBOOK  STORE 
Books  of  Political 
Struggle,  South  Africa, 
Central  America, 

Gay  &  Lesbian  literature 
92  Green  St. 

Jamaica  Plain,  MA 
02130 

(617)522-1464 

CHIROPRACTORS 

DR.  RITA  L.  FIELD 
HARMONY  HOLISTIC 
HEALTH 

669  Somerville  Ave. 
Somerville,  MA  02143 
(617)  628-9547 

DR.  TIMOTHY  KNIGHT 
1100  Massachusetts 
Ave. 

Arlington,  MA  02174 
(617)641-2510 

DR.  DAVID  MOULTON 
Suite  333 
45  Newbury  St, 

Boston,  MA  02116 
(617)266-8584 

DR.  JONATHAN  STEIN 
375  Harvard  St. 

Brookline,  MA  02146 
(617)  232-7200 

CLEANING  SERVICES 

ARTHUR'S  CLEANING 
SERVICE 
Commercial  & 

Residential 
Boston  and  Suburbia 
Upper  and  Lower 
Cape  Cod 

24  Hour  Beeper  Service 
1-800-202-8629(10  Min. 
Response) 

Tel.  (508)  295-6340 
Excellent  References 
I  DO  WINDOWS  TOOl 

EARLE  III  INC. 

Building  Maintenance 
General  Cleaning 
Residential  and 
Commercial 
Call  Buddy 
(617)  354-1706 

HOUSECLEANING  AT 
ANY  TIME 
Fair  rates.  Call  Mark 
(617)  567-6736 
Residential  or 
Commercial 
Windows  Included! 


COUNSELING 

ANDOVER 
PSYCHOTHERAPY 
Gerald  Matison, 

L. I.C.S.W. 

(508)  475-6950 
Insurance  accepted 

ARADIA  COUNSELING 
FOR  WOMEN 
520  Commonwealth  Ave. 
Kenmore  Square 
Boston,  MA  02115 
(617)  247-4861 

BACK  BAY 
COUNSELING 
DENNIS  lADAROLA 
1368  Beacon  St. 

Suite  109 
Boston,  MA  02146 
(617)  739-7860 

FOCUS  COUNSELING  & 
CONSULTATION  INC. 
186’/!  Hampshire  St. 
Cambridge,  MA  02139 
(617)  876-4488 

STEPHEN 

HARRINGTON, 

M. A. 

6  Bigelow  St. 

Cambridge,  MA  02139 
(617)  491-0968 
Counseling  for  lesbians 
&  gay  men 

individuals  &  couples 

JOURNEYWOMEN 
A  feminist 
psychotherapy 
collective 
240A  Elm  St., 

Davis  Square 
Somerville,  MA  02144 
(617)  776-9232 

MAREA  MURRAY, 

LICSW 

Kenmore  Healing  Arts 
(617)  267-6525 
Recovery/ACOA,  HIV/ 
AIDS  issues,  gay/les¬ 
bian  sexuality 

SOUTH  END 
COUNSELING 
596  Tremont  St. 

Boston,  MA  02118 
(617)  437-9643 

TAPESTRY,  INC. 

20  Sacramento  St. 
Cambridge,  MA 
(617)661-0248 

WINGS  THERAPY 
COLLECTIVE 
60 '/s  Sacramento  St. 
Cambridge,  MA  02138 
(617)  876-8438 

DENTISTRY 

DR.  RICHARD 
BANKHEAD 
DR.  PAULGROlPEN 
DR,  KIRK  BANKHEAD 
1259  Hyde  Park  Ave. 
Hyde  Park,  MA  02136 
(617)  364-5500 

JOHN  BARNA 
790  Boylston  St. 

Boston,  MA  02199 
(617)  353-1500 

DOG  TRAINING 

FAMILY  DOG  TRAINING 

CENTER 

Dog  Behavior 

Specialists 

Medford,  MA 

(617)  395-9084 

EATING  DISORDERS 

VALERY  ROCKWELL, 
M.Ed. 

Anorexia,  Bulimia, 
Compulsive  Eating 
Ongoing  group  for 
lesbians  and  bisexual 
women. 

Individual  therapy 
Couple  therapy 
(617)  492-7843 

ELECTROLYSIS 

JUDY  FEINER 

Complimentary 

consultation 

Computer  electrology 

specialist 

Central  Square, 

Cambridge 

(617)  497-2019 

FLORISTS 

REMEMBRANCES 
FLORAL  DESIGN 
12  Mt,  Auburn  St. 
Watertown  Square.  MA 
(617)  926-4289 

HAIR  SALONS 

B.  CUMMINGS 
309  Shawmut  Ave. 
Boston,  MA  02118 
(617)338-5356 
Wed.-Sat.  10-6 

HEALTH 

BOSTON  HEALTH 
ASSOCIATES 
Holistic  Health  Referral 
Service 

Psychotherapy, 
Bodywork,  Movement, 
Nutrition  and  Spiritual 
Counseling 

(617)  266-8122  M-Th,  12-7 


FENWAY  COMMUNITY 
HEALTH  CENTER 
16  Haviland  St. 

Boston,  MA  02115 
(Medical  Center  and  HIV 
Outpatient  Clinic: 
267-7573)  and 
93  Massachusetts  Ave. 
Boston,  MA  02115 
(Mental  Health, 
Research,  Community 
Services:  267-0900) 

FEMINIST  HEALTH 
CENTER 

OF  PORTSMOUTH 
232  Court  St. 
Portsmouth,  NH  03801 
(603)  436-7588 
STD  clinic  for  men  and 
women 

Mon.  eves.:  free  anon., 
HIV  counseling  & 
testing 

THE  CAMBRIDGE 
HOSPITAL 

MIDWIFERY  SERVICE 
Offering  sensitive  well- 
woman  midwifery  and 
gynecological  care 
1493  Cambridge  St. 
Cambridge,  MA  02139 
Call  (61 7)  498-1660  for 
appt, 

DR.  DAVID  A.  RUSSELL 
142  Berkeley  St. 
at  Columbus  Ave. 

(617)  247-7555 
A  gay  physician 
specializing  in 
health  care  tor  the  gay 
&  lesbian  community 
HOUSEKEEPING 

CLEAN  UP  YOUR  ACT 
Housekeeping  Service 
Weekly,  bi-weekly, 
monthly  and  special 
occasions 
(617)  776-2271 

INFORMATION 

BISEXUAL 
INFORMATION 
SWITCHBOARD 
Local  and  international 
information  on  health, 
bars,  and  events. 

Call  11  PM-2AM,  (215) 
634-2090 

INSURANCE 

J.J.  BODNER 
INSURANCE 
552  Columbus  Ave. 
Boston,  MA  02118 
(617)  437-9400 
Servicing  all  your 
insurance  needs. 

DAVID  L.  COLLINS,  CLU 
Congress  St. 

PO  Box  1762 
Boston,  MA  02105 
1-800-352-3185 

KUNEVICH  &  LAU 
INSURANCE  AGENCY 
241  Washington  St. 
Brookline,  MA  02146 
(617)  731-1015 

NANCY  GREENWOOD 
40  Hampshire  St. 
Lawrence,  MA  01840 
(508)  683-7676 

INTERIOR  DESIGN 

CITY-LINE  DESIGN 
Carpentry,  paint  & 
space  planning.  Small 
jobs  a  specialty. 

(617)  491-5567 

LAWYERS 

NATIONAL  LAWYERS 
GUILD 

Lawyers  Referral 
Service 
(617)  227-7008 
M-F  1-5pm. 

MACROBIOTICS 

Wholesome,  well- 
balanced,  delicious 
macrobiotic  meals. 

Also,  special  diets  for 

life-threatening 

Illnesses. 

Delivery/reterences.  Call 
Mary  (617)  277-8087. 

MASSAGE 

MIDTOWN  HEALTH 
CLUB 

Swedish,  Japanese, 
Esalen 

220  Huntington  Ave. 

(617)  262-1000,  X  298, 
M-Sat.,  12-7 

PAINTING 

LORI  EATON 
Interior  Painting 
Quality  work  at 
reasonable  rates. 

Call  for  estimate 
(617)536-5569 

TERRI  SANDERS 
Specializing  in  the  Fine 
Restoration  of  Older 
Homes 

Interior/Exterior 
Call  (617)661-6089 
for  Estimate 


PRINTING 

RED  SUN  PRESS 
94  Green  St. 

Jamaica  Plain,  MA 
02130 

(617)  524-6822 

REAL  ESTATE 

INNOVATIVE  MOVES 
REAL  ESTATE 
Full  Service  Brokerage 
Trisha  Solio,  Barry 
Wing,  Janet  Deegan 
726  Centre  St.  Jamaica 
Plain,  MA  02130 
(617)  522-0020 

RELIGIOUS 

ORGANIZATIONS 

AM  TIKVA 

Boston's  Community  of 
Lesbian  and  Gay  Jews 
PO  Box  11 

Cambridge,  MA  02238 
Events  phone: 

(617)  782-8894 

METROPOLITAN 
COMMUNITY  CHURCH 
OF  BOSTON 
131  Cambridge  St.,  near 
Gov’t.  Ctr,,  Sunday 
Worship  7  PM.  Open  to 
all.  A  church  of  the 
Lesbian  and  Gay 
Community,  437-0420 

ST,  PAUL’S  WESTERN 
ORTHODOX  CHURCH 
351  Boylston  St.,  Boston 
(617)  227-5794 
Mass,  every  Sun. 

5:30  PM 

Serving  the  Gay  & 
Lesbian  Community 

UNITARIAN 
UNIVERSALIST 
Congregation  at  the  1st 
Church  of  Roxbury  — 
Sun.  11  AM  Service  — 
(617)  445-1277 
at  Center,  Roxbury  & 
Dudley  Sts.,  Roxbury 
Crossing  T  stop 

RESTAURANTS 

DOWNTOWN  CAFE 
12  LaGrange  St. 

In  Downtown  Boston 
(617)  338-7037 

TANNING 

THE  TAN  MAN 
416  West  Broadway 
S.  Boston,  MA 
(617)  268-0866 
plenty  of  free  parking 

TAXES  &  FINANCIAL 
PLANNING 

MARJORIE  E.  POSNER 
Cert.  Financial  Planner 
33  Ashcroft  St. 

Jamaica  Plain,  MA 
02130 

(617)  524-7565 

TRAVEL 

FOREX  TRAVEL 
76  Arlington  St. 

Boston  Park  Plaza 
(617)  482-2900 

T  SHIRTS 

WARREN  DAGLEY 
T  Shirts  and  More 
PO  Box  405 
Rockport,  MA  01966 
(508)  546-7252 

TYPESETTING 

GAY  COMMUNITY 
NEWS  TYPESETTING 
SERVICE 
62  Berkeley  St. 

Boston,  MA  02116 
(617)  426-4469  or 
contact  Wayne: 
(617)353-1925 

UPHOLSTERERS 

SMART  BEAR 
Upholstered  furniture 
repair/restoration 
82  Main  St. 

Gloucester,  Mass. 

(508)  283-7765 

WOMEN’S 

NIGHTCLUBS 

INDIGO  —  A  Club  (or 

Women 

823  Main  St. 

Cambridge,  MA  02139 
(617)  497-7200 
Th.  4  PM-2  AM,  F  4  PM-2 
AM,  Sat.  9  PM-2  AM 


Dah-link,  I  love  you,  but 
give  me  Park  Avenue 

My  Blue  Heaven  is  like  a  lesbian  Green  Acres 


Scene  from  ‘My  Blue  Heaven’ 


My  Blue  Heaven.  Written  by  Jane  Chambers. 
Directed  by  Victor  Dupuis.  With  Susan  Kuralt,  Beth 
Goldman,  and  Steve  Lipari.  At  the  Triangle  Theater 
in  Boston,  Wed.-Sat.  through  November  18. 


By  Ann  Fry 

The  Triangle  Theater  Company  opened 
its  eleventh  season  on  October  28  with 
Jane  Chambers’  My  Blue  Heaven,  a 
comedy  that  explores  the  question  of  what 
happens  when  an  urban  lesbian  odd  couple 
decide  to  relocate  to  the  wilds  of  upstate 
New  York.  The  answer  is,  of  course  —  they 
argue,  a  lot.  What  we  end  up  with  is  sort  of  a 
lesbian  version  of  Green  Acres,  complete 
with  a  ramshackle  farmhouse,  an  inconti¬ 
nent  goat  and  a  horny  rooster  named  Ar¬ 
nold. 

As  the  play  opens,  we  are  actually  in  a 
play-within-a-play.  The  stage  manager 
^  (Steve  Lipari,  who 

plays  all  the  male 
roles),  emerges 
and  begins  tidying  up  the  set  as  he  tells  us 
about  his  production  of  My  Blue  Heaven. 
The  stage  manager  motif  works  well  in 
creating  a  friendly  rapport  between  the  au¬ 
dience  and  the  actors,  and  is  also  responsible 
for  some  of  the  most  comic  moments.  Act¬ 
ors  enter  too  early  and  the  lights  are 
flubbed,  giving  the  play  the  feel  of  a  local 
community  production  that  could  be  taking 
place  just  about  anywhere. 

When  the  “real”  play  begins,  we  discover 
that  Molly  (Susan  Kuralt)  and  Josie  (Beth 
Goldman),  who  have  been  lovers  for  nine 
years,  are  experiencing  some  turbulence  in 
their  relationship  as  a  result  of  their  move 
from  the  city.  Josie,  a  former  IBM  ex¬ 
ecutive,  is  the  more  rugged  of  the  two  and 
doesn’t  seem  to  mind  having  to  pee  in  an 
outhouse  in  the  dead  of  winter  or  constantly 
having  to  chop  wood  to  keep  the  wood  stove 
churning  out  heat.  Preferring  to  tinker  with 
broken  toasters  rather  than  computers, 
Josie  has  dreams  of  building  a  windmill  to 
bring  electricity  to  their  dilapidated  farm¬ 
house  and  of  opening  her  own  junk  shop. 
Molly,  on  the  other  hand,  aspires  to  literary 
fame  and  fantasizes  about  champagne  serv¬ 
ed  in  fine  crystal,  adoring  fans,  and  having 
her  Bloomingdale’s  credit  card  back.  She 
misses  her  IBM  Selectric  (stolen  by  junkies 
in  the  city)  and  claims  she  can’t  write  on  the 
manual  typewriter  set  up  at  center  stage. 

The  reality  is  that  Molly  lost  her  job 
teaching  the  ninth  grade  after  writing  and 
publishing  a  book  called  Living  the  Good 
Gay  Life,  and  was  told  that  her  ‘  ‘perverted 
lifestyle”  was  a  “dangerous  influence”  on 
her  students.  Apparently,  she  has  taken 
these  words  to  heart.  She  now  writes  a 
family-oriented  monthly  column  for  a  farm¬ 
ing  magazine  in  which  she  has  fictionalized 
her  relationship  with  Josie,  turning  her  into 
her  husband,  Joe  (and  believe  it  or  not,  the 
rooster,  Arnold,  has  become  her  son).  She 
rationalizes  the  depths  to  which  her  writing 
has  sunk  with  a  flip  remark,  calling  it  “fic¬ 
tion”;  and  as  if  this  will  explain  everything, 
adds,  “fiction  is  a  lie  about  the  truth.” 

Despite  the  overall  light  tone  of  the  play, 
Molly’s  character  needed  a  lot  more  depth 
here  to  be  taken  seriously.  We  never  com¬ 
pletely  understand  why  someone  who  has 
already  enjoyed  moderate  success  as  a  gay 


author  and  seemingly  crossed  over  some  in¬ 
ternal  barrier  of  homophobia  would  sell  out 
this  way.  (However,  an  interesting  parallel 
can  be  made  here  to  Chambers’  own  early 
career,  during  which  time  she  was  a  script¬ 
writer  for  the  soap  Search  for  Tomorrow.) 

In  spite  of  its  flaws.  Act  I  is  fast-paced 
and  full  of  the  kind  of  gut-level  laughter  that 
comes  from  seeing  a  lesbian  relationship  — 
that  mirrors  some  of  our  own  experiences  — 
on  stage.  Kuralt  and  Goldman  do  a  fine  job 
of  portraying  the  vicissitudes  of  a  long-term 
relationship  (Josie  laments  at  one  point;  “If 
we  never  make  love,  are  we  still  lesbians?”). 
They  have  developed  a  quick  rapport  on 
stage  and  their  playful  nagging  and  pseudo- 
serious  insult  swapping  reminded  me  of  a  lot 
of  lesbian  couples  I  know. 

Things  become  even  more  complicated 
when  a  representative  from  American  Way 
Christian  Publishers  drops  by  with  a 
$75,000  check  in  hand  and  wants  to  publish 
the  adventures  of  Molly  and  Joe  in  book 
form.  The  plot  takes  a  number  of  interesting 
twists  and  turns  from  here  so  that  by  the  end 
of  Act  I  it  isn’t  quite  clear,  in  Molly’s  own 
words,  what  is  fiction  and  what  is  a  lie. 

After  the  fun  of  Act  I,  things  go  some¬ 
what  downhill.  Although  still  enjoyable  in 
parts.  Act  II  is  not  as  fully  developed  as  Act 
I  and  borders  on  insulting.  Molly  and  Josie 
are  once  again  bickering  over  Molly’s  in¬ 
ability  to  write  when  Molly’s  old  boyfriend, 
John,  materializes  through  a  shaky  plot 
device.  He’s  a  minister  and  wants  to  plan  a 
big,  public  wedding  for  Molly  and  Josie 
(even  though  he’s  never  even  met  Josie  and 
didn’t  know  about  her  existence  until  two 
minutes  before).  He  tells  the  women  it’s 
their  duty  to  get  married  in  public  because 
they’re  “an  issue.”  The  real  issue  is  why 
they  didn’t  immediately  throw  this  man  out 
of  their  home.  The  addition  of  the  subplot 
of  Josie’s  ridiculous  jealousy  over  John,  a 
man  Molly  hasn’t  seen  or  spoken  to  in  years, 
made  this  part  truly  reminiscent  of  Grk'ih 
Acres. 

Chambers’  apparent  conviction  that  only 
the  “sanctity”  of  marriage  can  legitimize  a 
gay  relationship  left  a  pall  over  the  rest  of 
the  play.  I  would  have  much  rather  seen  the 
two  women  work  out  their  differences 
through  honest  emotional  work  than  by 
buying  into  the  heterosexual  myth  that  mar¬ 
riage  solves  everything.  Some  good  points 
about  coming  out  and  not  opting  for  in¬ 
visibility  were  raised  —  but  again,  unfor¬ 
tunately,  only  in  the  context  of  marriage. 

All  in  all.  Blue  Heaven  is  a  mixed  bag.  The 
play  is  meant  to  be  a  celebration  of  the  les- 
bian/gay  community,  and  though  it  suc¬ 
ceeds  on  certain  levels,  its  disappointments 
outweigh  its  delights.  □ 


Correction 


In  the  Oct.  29  story  about  the  National  Leather 
Association’s  (NLA)  conference,  the  caption  under 
the  photo  should  have  read,  "Wayne  Gloege  (L), 
co-chair  Living  in  Leather  IV,  and  Judy  Tallwing  Mc- 
Carthey  co-chair  National  Advisory  Committee, 
NLA.”  GCN  regrets  the  error. 
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From  subtext  to  fez- tops 

Christopher  Wittke  follows  the  trail  from 
Batman  and  Robin  to  Akbar  &  Jeff 


<< 


A 


kKBAR  &  JEFF’S 
Guide  to  Life”  by  Matt  Groening  is  the 
latest  collection  of  comic  strips  from  the 
creator  of  the  popular  “Life  in  Hell”  series,  which 
appears  weekly  in  the  “Village  Voice”  and  192 
other  newspapers. 

Greening’s  four  previous  compilation 
books  focused  primarily  on  the  adventures 
of  Binky,  Bongo,  and  Sheba  —  a  trio  of  an¬ 
thropomorphic  bunnies.  But  the  spotlight 
of  this  Guide  to  Life  falls  on  an  identical 
looking  pair  of  fez-  and  striped  shirt- 
wearing  gay  men  named  Akbar  &  Jeff.  Orig¬ 
inally  a  sort  of  supporting  cast  to  the  “Life 
in  Hell”  rabbits,  Akbar  &  Jeff  eventually 
became  stars  in  their  own  right,  with  stories 
devoted  to  their  unique  personal  —  alter¬ 
native  —  way  of  life.  And  now  about  50  of 
the  strips  in  which  the  duo  appear  (occa¬ 
sionally  with  their  nephews  Gooey,  Screwy, 
and  Ratatouille)  have  been  compiled  into 
one  delightful  book. 

But  how  has  it  come  to  be  that  a  publisher 
like  Random  House  has  put  out  a  main¬ 
stream  book  (albeit  with  an  alternative  car¬ 
toonist)  featuring  a  gay  couple?  And  how 
have  Akbar  &  Jeff  managed  to  speak  their 
love  in  a  way  that  almost  no  male  cartoon 
characters  —  other  than  those  created 
specifically  for  the  safe  harbor  of  the  gay 
and  lesbian  press  —  have  done  before? 


CONTROVERSIAL  INDUSTRY 

HISTORY 

Ron  Mann’s  documentary  film  Comic 
Book  Confidential,  which  had  its  premiere 
at  the  recent  Boston  Film  Festival,  details  an 
industry  history  filled  with  controversy. 
Comic  books  and  strips  have  variously  been 
criticized  as  too  silly  —  filling  kids’  minds 
with  fluffy  junk;  or  too  serious  —  the  bleak 
and  gloomy  (and  thrilling)  1950s  gore  fests 
were  condemned  as  being  too  “adult”  in 
nature,  capable  of  impressing  violent 


thoughts  on  young  minds. 

Sexual  topics,  of  course,  brought  out  the 
wrath  of  the  fire  and  brimstone  crowd  in  the 
’50s  and  Comic  Book  Confidential  coniaim 
creepy  footage  of  dress-wearing  girls  with 
pixie  hair  and  suit-and-tie-wearing  boys 
with  buzz  cuts  tossing  their  comic  collec¬ 
tions  into  large  bonfires.  Even  the  hint  of 
homosexuality  in  Batman  caused  the  comic 
book  controversies  of  that  decade  to  erupt 
into  full-scale  witchhunts  that  resulted  in 
the  creation  of  the  industry’s  self-policing 
Comics  Code. 

The  irony  is,  of  course,  that  those  elected 
officials  and  self-proclaimed  watchdogs 
who  screarned  the  loudest  about  sexual  per¬ 
version  in  comics  were  pretty  much  reacting 
to  their  own  fantasies  about  the  subtexts  in 
them,  rather  than  any  explicit,  illicit  rela¬ 
tionships  portrayed. 

Okay,  the  right-wingers  weren’t  the  only 
ones  with  those  kinds  of  fantasies.  There  are 
some  of  us  who  felt  a  knowing  tingle  as 
young  gay-men-to-be  at  the  very  idea  of  be¬ 
ing  a  ward  of  the  state  protected  by  a  strong 
man  named  Bruce  who  had  big  pecs,  wore 
tights  and  a  cape,  and  seemed  capable  of  a 
deeper  level  of  affection  for  a  younger  male 
than  was  the  accepted  norm.  And  in  my 
comics  travels  I  have  met  more  than  a  hand¬ 
ful  of  lesbians  who,  as  young  future-dykes, 
thought  the  mere  existence  of  the  concept  of 
Wonder  Woman’s  home  town  (an  island 
with  an  all-woman  population),  was  indeed 
heaven  on  earth.  But  despite  the  sexual  feel¬ 
ings  brought  on  by  even  the  sight  of  these 
characters,  no  one  I  know  ever  felt  that  their 
sexuality  was  particularly  influenced  by  a 
comic  book! 

On  the  other  hand,  maybe  comics  were  in¬ 
fluenced  by  us.  Those  of  us  who  have  con¬ 
tinued  to  read  them  through  the  years,  even 
sporadically,  are  often  exposed  to  the  in¬ 
dustry  line  that  both  the  readership  and  the 
subject  matter  of  comics  have  matured  over 


the  past  three  decades.  We  have  even  been 
able  to  find  contemporary  issues,  adult 
themes  and  occasionally  sexuality  —  hetero- 
sexuality  —  within  their  pages.  But  not  an 
overabundance  of  reflections  of  our  own 
lives.  Gay  and  lesbian  readers  have  had  to 
dig,  especially  in  the  mainstream,  for  up¬ 
front  gay  and  lesbian  characters. 

THE  UNDERGROUND  TO  THE 

RESCUE 

The  late  ’60s  and  ’70s  saw  the  booming 
growth  of  the  underground  comics  move¬ 
ment,  a  grassroots  industry  that  ignored  the 
restrictions  of  the  Comics  Code  and  giddily 
explored,  in  its  earliest  days,  the  hallucino¬ 
genic  drug  scene  and  the  joys  of  sex.  As  the 
counterculture  movement  grew  and  rubbed 


up  against  the  mainstream,  so  too  did  the 
comics  of  R.  Crumb  and  Art  Spiegelman. 
The  work  of  Rip  Off  Comics  and  similar 
companies  —  the  likes  of  which  produced 
Gay  Comics  and  Wimmin’s  Comix,  both 
Continued  on  page  10 


Just  little  weird  characters? 

In  an  exclusive  interview,  Akbar  &  Jeff 
creator  Matt  Groening  talks  about  one  of 
the  first  gay  male  couples  in  comiedom 


M 


ATT  GROENING,  CRE¬ 
ATOR  of  the  wacky  comic  strip  “Life  in 
Hell,”  laughs  heartily  when  it  is  suggested 
that  his  fez-wearing  gay  maie  characters  Akbar 
Jeff  might  wind  up  as  mascots  for  the  gay  com¬ 
munity.  Especially  when  he  considers  their 
origins. 

“They  originated  when  I  was  in  the  fifth 
grade  and  trying  to  draw  Charlie  Brown, 
they  still  wear  his  shirt,”  he  told  GCN. 
“Eventually  I  twinned  them.  It  was  very 
easy  to  draw  two  cartoon  characters  that 
looked  exactly  the  same.  And  then  it  occur¬ 
red  to  me  that  they  were  either  brothers  or 
lovers  or  possibly  both.” 

Was  this  a  revelation  that  hit  the 
heterosexual  fifth  grader  or  did  it  occur 
more  recently?  “(It  happened]  a  few  years 
ago.  They  used  to  be  bystanders  in  the  strip, 
they  were  always  very  mysterious  and  in¬ 
scrutable  to  me.  They  didn’t  really  have 
much  expression  on  their  faces  and  they 
used  to  stand  in  the  background  and  occa- 
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All  Akbar  &  jeff  illustrations  are  from  the  book  “Akbar  &  Jeff’s  Guide  to  Life,"  by  Matt  Groening  published  by  Random  House  ©1989 


sionally  make  enigmatic  comments  about 
what  was  going  on  with  the  rabbit  charac¬ 
ters.  Eventually  I  got  interested  in  what 
Akbar  &  Jeff  were  about  and  I  made  that 
part  of  the  strip  and  some  people  really  liked 
it. 

“Occasionally  readers  would  be  outraged 

—  which  really  made  me  happy  —  that  there 
were  these  cartoon  characters  they’d  really 
come  to  like  and  then  they  figured  out  they 
were  gay.  They  felt  betrayed... ‘Wait  a 
minute,  I  like  these  characters  and  I  hate 
gays.  How  can  I  reconcile  that?’  I’m  hoping 
to  have  that  effect  of  making  people  second 
guess  themselves.  It’s  not  aimed  at  a  gay  au¬ 
dience,  though  I’d  like  to  give  any  gay  car¬ 
toon  readers  any  comfort  they  can  get  in 
these  times  by  making  the  characters  a  part 
of  the  strip. 

“There’ ve  been  a  few  gay  characters  in 
cartoons  before  Akbar  &  Jeff  but  not  very 
many.  And  it  always  seems  to  me  that  they 
are  represented  both  in  cartoons  and  on 
television  generally  as  one-guy-in-isolation. 
I  don’t  read  Doonesbury  carefully  but  I 
remember  reading  a  few  strips  and  articles 
about  the  gay  character  with  AIDS  in  that. 
But  does  that  guy  have  a  lover?  No,  it’s  only 
okay  in  isolation.  The  idea  of  actually  put¬ 
ting  the  character  in  the  company  of  another 
gay  person  brings  up  too  many  things  that 
disturb  the  sensibilities  of  people  who  get 
nervous  about  that  kind  of  stuff.” 

When  it  is  suggested  that  one  of  the  more 
endearing  aspects  of  the  Akbar  &  Jeff  strips 
is  the  sense  of  solidarity  represented  by  the 
two  sitting  close  together  on  the  couch  — 
and  the  fact  that  they  present  a  united  front 
against  adversaries  as  diverse  as  the  Sup¬ 
reme  Court,  HIV  antibody  test  results,  or  a 
landlord  demanding  three  months  back  rent 

—  Groening  reminisces  about  the  challenges 
of  presenting  such  issues. 

“I  tried  to  leave  the  test  result  strip  very 
open-ended... the  result  of  the  test  didn’t 
matter  [to  their  relationship].  I  really 
wanted  to  do  something  about  AIDS.  It’s 
just  the  hardest  thing  to  come  up  with  some¬ 
thing,  especially  in  a  cartoon.  The  other 
comic  strips  that  I’ve  read  about  AIDS,  like 
the  Strip  AIDS  book,  tip-toe  around  the 
subject.  I  was  always  left  wanting  by  the 
other  cartoons.  [The  testing  strip]  was  one 
of  my  best  cartoons,  I  think.” 

Akbar  &  Jeff  occasionally  illuminate 
other  societal  foibles,  often  in  the  form  of 
some  sort  of  business  like  “Akbar  &  Jeff’s 
Liposuction  Hut”  or  “Akbar  &  Jeff’s  Rein¬ 
carnation  Hut.”  Groening  laughs  as  he  says, 
“I  like  that  aspect  of  them  —  their  blatant 
entrepreneurial  activities.  Even  though  they 
have  one  scam  after  another  that  I  present  in 
the  form  of  ad  parodies,  they’re  so  upfront 
about  the  scam  that  they  still  maintain  their 
sweetness.  I  mean,  nobody  gets  mad  at 
them. 

“I’m  glad  Akbar  &  Jeff  are  appreciated 
because  to  me  they’re  really  fun  characters. 
They’re  complicated,  their  relationship  is,  1 
think,  really  sweet.  And  it’s  incidental  to 
who  they  are.  You  know,  they’re  not  big 
symbols.  They’re  just  these  little  weird 
characters.” 

Akbar  &  Jeff  are  little  weird  characters, 
but  maybe  Matt  Groening  underestimates 
their  importance.  Simple  little  line  drawings 
from  peace  signs  to  pink  triangles  —  and 
maybe  two  happy-go-lucky  fez-wearing  gay 
men  —  become  big  symbols  all  the  time, 
r  en  if  just  for  those  of  us  whose  lives  they 
touch  directly.  □ 

—  Christopher  Wittke 


Watch  out  for  those  dykes! 

Kelly  Gaines  talks  to  lesbian  cartoonist 
Alison  Bechdel  and  contemplates  a  comic 
strip  that  has  become  ‘a  national 

lesbian  pastime’ 


Alison  Bechdel 


Is  MO  REALLY  losing  her 
political  convictions  —  or  just  her  mind? 

Will  Clarice  and  Toni  ever  recover  from 
Clarice’s  affair  with  Ginger?  And  what  about  Lois’ 
involvement  with  a  wonun  who  rivals  her  Casano- 
va-like,  carefree  ways?  Following  the  adventures  of 
Mo  and  her  pals  in  Alison  Bechdel’s  smart,  politi¬ 
cal  comic  strip  “Dykes  to  Watch  Out  For”  has  be¬ 
come  a  national  lesbian  pastime.  “Dykes”  appears 
regularly  in  gay,  iesbian,  and  feminist  papers 
throughout  the  country,  and  there  are  already  two 
published  collections  of  the  strip  as  well  as  a 
“Dykes”  calendar  for  1990  (all  from  Firebrand 
Books,  Ithaca,  NY). 

Using  a  lesbian  community  that  has  ex¬ 
tremely  high  standards  and  is  frequently  in 
conflict  with  itself  as  a  backdrop,  Bechdel 
has  created  one  of  the  most  significant  polit¬ 
ical  and  cultural  chronicles  of  the  day-to- 
day  lives  of  contemporary  U.S.  lesbians. 
This  affectionate  soap  opera/serial  is  ex¬ 
ceedingly  familiar  (sometimes  painfully  so), 
remarkably  upbeat,  and  always  very,  very 
funny.  It’s  become  an  almost  weekly  dose  of 
much-needed  validation  of  our  lives. 

Am  I  overdoing  it,  or  can  a  comic  strip 
really  be  an  invaluable  aspect  of  living  life  as 
a  lesbian?  For  me,  this  one  certainly  is.  It  all 
comes  down  to  Bechdel’s  ability  to  accurate¬ 
ly  portray  and  satisfy  a  diverse  and  some¬ 
times  judgmental  lesbian  community 
through  a  medium  that  is  under  constant 
scrutiny  and  revision  —  language.  (I’m  not 
devaluing  or  pushing  aside  Bechdel’s  artistic 
talent,  but  I  do  think  that  her  words,  like 
those  of  many  other  cartoonists  who  deliver 
social  commentary,  are  almost  more  im¬ 
portant.)  She  deftly  walks,  and  almost  never 
crosses,  that  fine  line  separating  affec- 
^  tionate  satire  from  cheap  shots. 

Bechdel  told  GCN that  she’s  surprised  she 
doesn’t  “get  more  flack”  from  the  lesbian 
community  she  so  lovingly  chronicles.  She 
said  that  she’s  basically  “a  wishy-washy 
kind  of  person  [who  doesn’t]  really  take  a 
stand  on  many  issues.”  However,  Bechdel’s 
characters  take  a  lot  of  stands  as  they  con¬ 
front  every-day  lesbian  life. 

The  central  figure  in  Bechdel’s  communi¬ 
ty  is  Mo,  a  feisty,  fiercely  political  dyke  who 
is  incredibly  neurotic.  Bechdel  portrays  Mo 
as  the  stereotypical  “p.c.  radical  lesbian 
feminist,”  which  allows  other  characters  to 
play  off  of  her.  We’re  supposed  to  recognize 
ourselves  in  Mo,  and  sort  of  give  ourselves  a 
break.  When  we  laugh  at  Mo’s  antics  and  in¬ 
securities,  we’re  laughing  at  ourselves,  too, 
but  still  appreciating  what  she  represents: 
the  sincere,  self-righteous  political  dyke  who 
has  the  world  on  her  shoulders. 

Bechdel  doesn’t  compromise  or  devalue 
or  “make  fun  of”  the  political  leanings  that 
Mo  embodies,  but  she  also  never  lets  us  lose 
perspective.  At  the  same  time  that  we  see 
ourselves  in  Mo,  we  also  identify  with  her 
friends  and  lovers  who  sometimes  become 
frustrated  with  her  mix  of  faith  in  and 
cynicism  about  the  lesbian  community. 

Mo  is  not  the  only  Dykes  character  who 
embodies  certain  stereotypes.  There’s  Lois, 
the  “Don  Juanita”  of  the  group;  Clarice 
and  Toni,  a  politically  conscious  yet  up¬ 
wardly  mobile  couple  who  are  considering 
marriage  after  Toni  strayed  from  the  nest; 
and  various  other  recognizable  types.  I 
don’t  think  Bechdel  is  trying  to  cover  the  en¬ 
tire  lesbian  community,  but  I  do  think  she’s 
going  for  representations  of  certain  scenari¬ 
os,  politics,  and  interpersonal  dynamics  that 
are  in  some  sense  “universal”  among  dykes. 
It’s  always  tricky  to  use  the  phrase  “lesbian 
community,”  but  that’s  really  what  Dykes  is 
about  —  illustrating  the  connections  bet¬ 
ween  lesbians. 

In  trying  to  capture  the  real-life  lesbian 
community,  Bechdel  said  that  sometimes 
she  unconsciously  censors  herself.  For  in¬ 
stance,  she  points  out  that  she’s  never  really 
explored  characters  such  as  old  lesbians,  dis¬ 
abled  dykes  and  lesbians  who  practice  SM. 

She  said  she  also  knows  she’s  created  a  lit¬ 
tle  utopia  as  far  as  relations  between  white 
women  and  women  of  color  go.  Anyone 
who  reads  her  strip  could  not  accuse  her  of 
political  naivete  and  it’s  important  to  ack¬ 
nowledge  that  racism  is  still  and  will  con¬ 
tinue  to  be  an  important,  difficult  issue 
within  the  lesbian  community.  At  the  same 
t.me,  however,  Bechdel  says  that  she  is  “op¬ 
timistic...  the  seeds  of  [the  community  she 
depicts]  are  here... there  is  the  potential  for 


all  that  now.”  Do  I  hear  a  little  bit  of  Mo  in 
that  statement? 

It’s  difficult  to  know  where  to  place 
Bechdel  and  Dykes  in  the  spectrum  of  com¬ 
ics  and  cartoons.  She  said  that  she  didn’t 
really  see  Dykes  as  either  a  ‘  ‘mainstream”  or 
“underground”  strip.  She  pointed  out  that 
her  work  appears  “in  a  whole  new  place  — 
gay  and  lesbian  papers  that  weren’t  really 
around  eight  years  ago,”  citing  the  rapidly 
expanding  arena  of  gay  and  lesbian  jour¬ 
nalism. 

When  asked  about  the  slight  increase  in 
gay  characters  (gay  male  characters,  that  is) 
in  more  mainstream  strips,  Bechdel  said  that 
she  is  “wary  when  straight  people  do  gay 
things.”  Even  getting  a  mention  in 
“Doonesbury”  is  radical  for  mainstream 
comics,  Bechdel  said,  referring  to  Garry 
Trudeau’s  fairly  recent  series  about  a  male 
PWA.  (She  pointed  out  that  although  the 
often  controversial  mainstream  cartoonist 
slammed  Ronald  Reagan  for  ignoring 
AIDS,  he  himself  had  ignored  the  epidemic 
for  years.  “Trudeau  realized  he  had  to  talk 
about  AIDS,”  said  Bechdel.) 

Regarding  Matt  Groening’s  offbeat  “Life 
in  Hell”  that  includes  two  gay  characters 
(see  accompanying  articles),  Bechdel  said 
that  she  loved  the  strip,  but  was  not  over¬ 
whelmed  by  the  gay  characters.  She  said  she 
was  happy  when  characters  are  “gay  and  it’s 
not  an  issue.  On  the  other  hand,  [gay  guys 


Akbar  and  Jeff]  are  not  real  people.” 

Two  of  the  most  obvious  differences  be¬ 
tween  Groening  and  Bechdel  are  gender  and 
sexuality.  For  those  reasons  alone.  Dykes 
will  never  be  as  marketable  as  “Life  in 
Hell.”  Another  major  distinction  affecting 
“marketability”  is  that  Dykes  is  directed 
toward  a  lesbian  audience,  while  “Life  in 
Hell”  appears  in  mainstream  as  well  as  alter¬ 
native  papers. 

While  Bechdel  says  she  is  hoping  to 
broaden  her  audience  (“A  goal  is  to  start 
getting  the  strip  to  leftist  papers  that  are  not 
exclusively  gay”),  she  does  not  aspire  to 
someday  see  Dykes  in  mainstream  papers. 
“I  have  no  faith  that  there  is  anything  of 
substance,  news  or  cartoons,  in  mainstream 
papers,”  she  said. 

Bechdel  added,  “Ninety-five  percent  of 
the  funnies  in  the  paper  are  about  white 
men,  either  as  boys,  grown-ups  or  in  the 
shapes  of  animals.”  She  explained  that 
there  is  a  “tremendous  resistance  on  the  part 
of  all  these  guys  and  most  people  who  exist 


comfortably  in  society  against  dealing  with 
differences  among  people.”  In  her  opinion, 
the  real  problem  is  “laziness.  [People]  don’t 
want  to  do  the  work  to  identify  with  a  les¬ 
bian  or  Black  character.” 

Bechdel  noted  that  another  reason  people 
are  wary  of  her  strip  is  its  overt  political 
nature.  “They  don’t  acknowledge  that  Bee¬ 
tle  Bailey  is  political,”  she  said. 

As  for  the  future  of  our  intrepid  cartoon 
heroines,  Bechdel  said  she  plans  the  strip 
from  deadline  to  deadline,  which  forces  her 
to  be  “spontaneous.”  She  did  say  that  the 
next  big  event  in  Mo’s  life  will  be  entering 
therapy.  I  have  faith  in  Mo  and  Bechdel  and 
I’m  sure  that  Mo  will  be  able  to  deal  with  her 
issues  around  loss  of  idealism,  and  return  to 
her  old  self.  In  any  event.  Mo  and  her 
friends  are  dykes  to  happily  watch  out  for  as 
we  muddle  through  the  topsy  turvy  world  of 
modern  lesbian  life.  □ 

Kelly  Gaines  is  a  member  of  the  GCN  staff 
collective. 
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Continued  from  centerspread 

published  sporadically  to  this  day  —  in  turn 
influenced  other  artists  until  a  veritable  pan¬ 
theon  of  alternative  comics  creators  had 
been  assembled.  It  was  still  difficult, 
however,  to  find  openly  gay  or  lesbian 
characters,  no  matter  how  ripe  the  market 
might  have  seemed  (even  with  artists  like 
Shary  Flenniken,  for  example,  exploring 
women’s  sexuality  issues  in  her  “Trots  and 
Bonnie’’  strip  in  the  National  Lampoon,  of 
all  places). 

More  recently,  alternative  strips  have 
begun  to  take  these  explorations  even  fur¬ 
ther.  The  incredibly  hip  and  hilariously 
feminist  Lynda  Barry,  (whose  work 
represents  some  of  the  best  ’80s  post- 
Underground  underground  comic  output) 
gets  a  few  quick  seconds  in  Comic  Book 
Confidential  as  she  displays  a  strip  decrying 
the  socialization  that  she  and  many  women 
of  her  generation  endured  at  the  hands  of 
Home  Ec  teachers.  Her  work  is  uniformly 
funny  and  clever  and  filled  with  insight,  but 
like  most  of  her  contemporaries  Barry 
hasn’t  much  explored  sexuality  issues  out  of 
the  hetero  realm.  What  she,  and  artists  like 
Sue  Coe  —  creator  of  the  anti-apartheid 
How  to  Commit  Suicide  in  South  Africa  — 
have  done  is  show  us  that  comics  can  be  a 
perfect  venue  for  up-front  political  commen¬ 
tary  and  that,  as  the  faithful  feminist 
chestnut  continues  to  remind  us,  the  per¬ 
sonal  is  political.  This  set  the  stage  for  even 
more  overt  political  exploration  a  la  Art 
Spiegelman’s  epic  landmark  novel-length 
comic  book,  Maus,  a  Holocaust  history  told 
with  mice  and  cats  and  dedicated  to 
Spiegelman’s  father,  a  Holocaust  survivor. 


AND  THEN  THERE  WERE  GAY 
AND  LESBIAN  CHARACTERS 

Maybe  the  comic  revolutions  of  the  ’60s 
and  ’70s  and  rebellion  against  the  political 
climate  of  this  decade  (as  well  as  the  political 
content  of  such  a  large  number  of  comics) 
helped  set  the  stage  for  the  more  noticeable 
headway  of  gay  and  lesbian  cartoon  charac¬ 
ters  in  the  ’80s.  Perhaps  the  successes  of 
Howard  “Wendell”  Cruse  and  Gerard 
Donelan  in  the  alternative  press  showed  the 
world  that  gay  men  could  be  depicted  with 
respect  and  humor.  And  maybe  Alison 
Bechdel  showed  the  public  at  large  that  the 
world  was  filled  with  dykes  for  whom  to 
watch  out  (see  accompanying  story).  How 
else  to  explain  the  integration  of  lesbian 
characters  into  the  most  successful  under¬ 
ground  comic  book  of  the  ’80s,  Love  and 
Rockets? 


‘Love  and  Rockets’  by  Jaime  Hernandez 


Created  by  three  brothers  known  collec¬ 
tively  as  Los  Bros  Hernandez,  Love  and 
Rockets  includes  all  sorts  of  different  story 
lines,  including  the  trials  and  tribulations  of 
Hopey ,  who  ‘  ‘may  or  may  not  be  a  lesbian ,  ’  ’ 
according  to  Jaime  Hernandez  in  his  short 
Comic  Book  Confidential  interview.  What 
she  is  is  a  hip  struggling  working  class 
would-be  rock  star  who  has  definitely  had 
girl  friends  in  the  past,  although  one  of  the 
latest  issues  of  L  and  R  included  a  develop¬ 
ment  that  really  upset  her  last  girlfriend,  and 
several  of  us  readers  who  had  counted  on 
Hopey  being  a  “Kinsey  6.”  In  any  case, 
countless  Love  and  Rockets  compilations 
line  the  shelves  of  every  hip  comic  store 
around. 

The  cult  of  the  creator  is  probably  the 
most  significant  aspect  of  comicdom  in  the 
’80s;  no  longer  satisfied  with  simply  collec¬ 
ting  titles  in  a  series,  there  are  those  who 
want  copies  of  anything  Lynda  Barry  or  Los 


Bros  Hernandez  touch.  There  are  those  who 
think  Matt  Groening  (annoyingly  absent 
from  Comic  Book  Confidential)  is,  quite 
simply,  god.  The  mere  fact  of  the  heterosex¬ 
uality  of  most  of  these  artists  and  the 
straight  subject  matter  (most  often)  of  their 
work  —  no  matter  how  subversive  the  strips 
really  are  —  is  enough  to  get  them  syndica¬ 
ted  in  hundreds  of  alternative  papers  that 
are  slightly  less  alternative  than  the  ones  that 
publish  Cruse  and  Bechdel.  Therefore  their 
audience  is  wider;  straighter,  and  even  more 
desperately  in  need  of  the  consciousness 
tweaking  that,  especially  in  Groening’s  case, 
the  strips  give  them. 


AN  ARMY  OF  FEZZES  CAN  NOT 

FAIL 

Matt  Groening  was  catapulted  to  his  pre¬ 
sent  level  of  not-underground-much-longer 
success  with  his  short  animated  cartoons  of 
“The  Simpsons”  which  bracketed  commer¬ 
cial  breaks  for  three  seasons  on  Fox  TV’s 
seminal  Tracey  Ullman  Show.  Like  a  human 
version  of  the  “Life  in  Hell”  strips’  rabbit 
family,  “The  Simpsons”  explore  with 
broad,  deft  strokes,  the  tensions  and  stresses 
of  the  sacred  and  profane  family  unit.  (The 
Simpsons  are  about  to  be  spun  off  into  their 
own  series  with  the  premiere  being  broad¬ 
cast,  you  read  it  here  first,  on  the  Fox  net¬ 
work  Dec.  17  at  8:30  p.m.). 

The  Simpsons  are  capable  of  being  alter¬ 
nately  sidesplitting  and  scary,  hilarious  and 
somewhat  shocking.  Whether  they  are  on  a 
family  camping  trip  or  if  hellion  son  Bart  is 
sent  to  get  his  haircut  (“What  the  hell  have 
you  done  to  my  head?”),  Groening  seems  to 
relish  exposing  the  dark  underside  of  family 
reality. 

“Groening  uses  his  “Life  in  Hell”  space 
similarly.  The  rabbit  family  is  especially 
adept  at  confining  its  youngster,  and  im¬ 
pressing  upon  him  that  having  to  go  to 
school,  being  tied  to  a  chair  and  locked  in 
his  room,  abandoned  and  punished,  etc.,  is 
all  for  his  “own  good.”  The  harsh  realities 
he  shows  make  it  an  especially  delightful 
surprise  that  the  strip’s  lightest  and  most  op¬ 
timistic  characters  are  the  gay  couple,  Akbar 
&  Jeff.  They  breezily  fill  a  void  in  the  world 
of  comics  created  by  straight  cartoonists; 
there  simply  aren’t  gay  couples  of  any 
gender  within  miles  of  the  mainstream  other 
than  Akbar  &  Jeff.  While  it  is  true  that  a 
wisecracking  gay  person  with  AIDS  named 
Andy  has  made  a  welcome  reappearance  in 
this  week’s  Doonesbury  strip  in  time  for  a 
San  Francisco  earthquake  storyline,  Garry 
Trudeau  doesn’t  come  close  to  capturing  the 
sort  of  reality  Groening  does  with  Akbar  & 
Jeff.  Perhaps  it’s  because  this  duo  does  not 
inhabit  the  sort  of  real  world  environment 
of  Doonesbury  (or  any  of  the  other  natural¬ 
istic  strips  like  “Dykes  to  Watch  Out  For,” 
“Wendell,”  or  Donelan’s  “It’s  a  Gay  Life,” 
for  that  matter).  Groening  therefore 
manages  to  avoid  easy  stereotypes.  I  mean, 
as  terrific  as  Donelan  is,  you  have  to  wonder 
how  many  more  gym/shopping/cruising 
scenarios  there  are  left  to  explore! 

Instead,  Groening  details,  in  the  simplest 
ways  imaginable,  the  intricacies  of  such 
complicated  issues  as  HIV-antibody  testing 
and  the  emotions  tied  up  in  the  experience. 
And  he  manages  to  bring  a  lump  to  your 
throat  without  insulting  you  with  easy  con¬ 
clusions.  In  fact,  Groening  considers  that 
strip  to  be  the  finest  he  has  ever  done  (see  ac¬ 
companying  interview).  He  allows  his  char¬ 
acters  to  be  openly,  joyously  gay,  to  have 
spats  and  to  sometimes  feel  as  if  they  are 
teetering  on  the  line  between  love  and  hate 
(or  between  hate  and  love).  He  doesn’t  give 
them  typical  hairdressing/waiter/you- 
name-the-cliche  jobs... instead  Akbar  &  Jeff 
run  a  series  of  small  businesses  that  are  ac¬ 
tually  deft  satires  on  contemporary  fads  and 
trends.  Believe  me,  “Akbar  &  Jeff’s  Lipo¬ 
suction  Hut”  is  in  no  way  supportive  of  that 
particularly  dangerous  weight-loss  trend,  or 
the  weight  loss  industry  in  general;  while 
“Akbar  &  Jeff’s  Reincarnation  Hut”  is 
simply  the  best  skewering  of  the  Shirley 
MacLaine  school  of  the  New  Age  imagin¬ 
able. 

What  Groening  has  done  is  create  a  world 
where  two  guys  in  striped  shirts  and  fezzes 
can  live  together,  sleep  together  and,  “damn 
the  law!,”  fuck  together  —  because  that’s 
what  makes  them  happy.  Having  so  many  of 
their  adventures  collected  in  one  book  — 
made  possible  only  through  the  long  and 
complicated  development  of  the  comics  in¬ 
dustry  and  the  influence  of  its  radical 
underground  —  makes  us  very  happy,  too. 
If  only  all  straight  cartoonists  were  this 
cool!  □ 
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ABORTION  MUST  BE  SAFE,  LEGAL  AND  FUNDED 


•  We  must  go  to  Washington,  to  show  our  strength  and  our  commit¬ 
ment  to  safe,  legal  and  funded  abortion  for  all  women. 

•  This  past  spring,  the  Supreme  Court  attacked  our  basic  right  to 
abortion,  while  also  gutting  affirmative  action  and  civil  rights.  This 
fall,  the  Court  will  hear  3  more  abortion  cases.  By  1990,  abortion 
could  be  a  criminal  act. 

•  This  is  the  fight  for  our  lives.  We  must  fight  for  a  woman’s  right  to 
choose  abortion,  for  civil  and  economic  rights  —  and  for  justice  and 
equality  for  all  people. 

Join  the  Greater  Boston  Lesbian  &  Gay  Political  Alliance 
&  the  Mass.  Gay  &  Lesbian  Political  Caucus  as  part  of  the 
lesbian  and  gay  contingent  on  the  “Pro-Choice  Train”  to 
Washington.  Leaving  Saturday  Evening. 

Transportation  Info: 

Bus  $50  roundtrip;  Train  $80  roundtrip 
Send  request  and/or  contribution  to: 

Boston  NOW 

971  Commonwealth  Ave. 

Boston,  Mass.  02210 

or  call  for  Mastercard/Visa  reservations  or  more  info: 

(617)  782-1056 


GET  CONECTED  WITH  ONE  OTHER  WOMEN 
FOR  PRIVATE  CONVERSATION . 


24  HRS 
ADULTS  ONLY 


10'  per  min.  20'  first  min. 

ONLY  $1.00  first  9  min. 


A  PORTION  OF  THE  PROFITS  FROM  1  550  WOMN 
ARE  BEING  USED  TO  ESTABLISH  AND  FUND 
THE  NEW  LESBIAN  AND  GAY  SERVIGE  CENTER. 
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Abortion 

Continued  from  page  3 

the  conviction  of  organizers  and  speakers 
that  a  grassroots  movement  is  emerging  to 
push  for  a  reshaped  agenda  for  reproductive 
freedom  for  all  women.  While  some  organi¬ 
zers  questioned  how  successful  they  had 
been  at  drawing  a  truly  representative  au¬ 
dience  to  the  speak-out,  they  hoped  the 
event  will  be  a  step  toward  building  a  move¬ 
ment  that  can  articulate  “the  full  agenda." 
For  example,  Panzarino  said  she  was 


pleased  with  the  participation  of  women  and 
men  with  disabilities  at  the  event,  but  that 
there  is  room  to  bring  many  more  activists 
with  disabilities  into  the  movement.  “For 
[an  event  on  reproductive  rights],  there  were 
a  lot  of  people  [with  disabilities]  there  — 
many  people  with  disabilities  don’t  see  abor¬ 
tion  as  their  issue.  But  people  who  were 
there  will  go  back  into  the  community  and 
stress  those  issues.”  □ 
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in  her  teens  joined  an  all-women’s  dance 
troupe  that  performed  in  Coney  Island. 
During  the  ’40s  and  ’50s  she  starred  in 
several  productions  at  the  Lafayette  Theater 
and  was  a  dancer  at  the  Garden  of  Joy  in 
Harlem.  In  1937,  Hampton  met  her  life- 
partner,  Lillian  Foster.  The  two  women 
were  together  until  Foster’s  death  in  1978. 

Hampton  took  part  in  New  York  City’s 
Gay  and  Lesbian  Pride  March  every  year 
and  was  the  Grand  Marshall  in  1985.  In  a 
1988  interview  with  Kate  Rushin  in  So¬ 
journer,  Hampton  said,  “When  the  gay 
movement  really  came  out,  I  said,  “Here  it 
comes!  Here  it  comes!  Whoopie!... People 
should  come  out  of  the  closet  and  stay  out. 
Try  to  fight  to  do  whatever  you  can  to  make 
our  life  a  beautiful  life  to  live.’’  Hampton  is 
survived  by  hundreds  and  hundreds  of  lov¬ 
ing  friends. 

A  funeral  mass  was  held  at  St.  Augustine 
Church  in  the  Bronx  on  October  31 .  A  cele¬ 
bration  of  Hampton’s  life  will  be  held  at  the 
Lesbian  and  Gay  Community  Services 
Center  in  Manhattan  on  November  16  at 
7:30  p.m.  Donations  in  her  memory  can  be 
sent  to  the  Lesbian  Herstory  Educational 
Foundation,  Inc.,  P.O.  Box  1258,  NY,  NY 
10116,  and  to  Senior  Action  in  a  Gay  En¬ 
vironment,  208  West  13th  Street,  NY,  NY 
10011. 

People  interested  in  contributing  articles, 
photos,  poems,  etc.  for  an  upcoming  tribute 
to  Mabel  Hampton  in  GCN,  should  send 
them  as  soon  as  possible  c/o  Features 
Dept.  □ 

Judge 
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killed  if  they  hadn’t  been  cruising  the  streets 
picking  up  teenage  boys,’’  Hampton  was 
quoted  as  saying  in  the  Times  Herald.  He 
also  said  “Some  murder  victims  are  less  in¬ 
nocent  in  their  deaths  than  others.  In  those 
cases  a  defendant  is  unlikely  to  deserve  a 
maximum  sentence,’’  and  “I  put  prostitutes 
and  gays  at  about  the  same  level.  If  these 
boys  had  picked  up  two  prostitutes  and 
taken  them  to  the  woods  and  killed  them. 
I’d  consider  that  a  similar  case.” 

The  day  after  the  interview  with  Mont¬ 
gomery,  Hampton  told  the  Associated 
Press,  “The  victims  were  homosexuals. 
They  were  out  in  the  homosexual  area  pick¬ 
ing  up  teenage  boys.  Had  they  not  been  out 
there  trying  to  spread  AIDS  around,  they’d 
still  be  alive  today.  I  hope  that’s  clear.” 

Hampton’s  comments  generated  a  wave 
of  outrage  among  lesbian  and  gay  and  civil 
rights  advocates  around  the  country.  When 
the  complaint  was  filed  by  THRF,  the  Com¬ 
mission  on  Judicial  Conduct  took  the  very 
rare  step  of  calling  for  a  formal  public  hear¬ 
ing.  (According  to  Bryan,  of  the  approx¬ 
imately  500  grievances  filed  with  the  com¬ 
mission  per  year,  only  two  or  three  are 
found  to  have  merit.  And  in  the  25-year 
history  of  the  commission,  public  hearings 
have  been  held  “only  four  or  five  times.”) 

Murray,  a  former  judge,  was  named  the 
“special  master”  and  held  the  public  hear¬ 
ing  on  Oct.  16.  In  his  report,  Murray  found 
that  Hampton  had,  in  fact,  made  the  state¬ 
ments  attributed  to  him  in  the  news  stories. 
But  he  also  found  that  Hampton: 

•  “would  be  impartial  in  any  case  involving 
a  homosexual  or  prostitute  as  a  victim, 

•  “did  not  suggest  ...  that  the  life  of  a  pros¬ 
titute  or  homosexual  was  of  a  lesser  value 
than  that  of  some  other  individual,”  and 

•  did  not  engage  in  “willfull  conduct  that 
casts  public  discredit  upon  the  judiciary  or 
the  administration  of  justice.” 

Bryan  was  especially  critical  of  Murray’s 
report  for  its  finding  that  Hampton  “would 
be  impartial  in  any  case  that  came  before 
him.” 

“As  a  lawyer,  I  find  it  very  difficult  to  go 
from  [Murray’s]  finding  that  Hampton  said 
these  things  ...  then  to  give  a  one-sentence 
conclusion  that  he  would  be  impartial,” 
said  Ryan. 

William  Waybourn,  president  of  the  Dal¬ 
las  Gay  Alliance,  said  of  the  report,  “Nixon 
is  not  a  crook;  Hampton  is  not  a  bigot;  and 
I’m  not  a  queer.”  He  added,  “What  do  you 
expect  when  the  foxes  are  in  charge  of  the 
chicken  coop?” 

Carol  “Scarlot  Harlot”  Leigh,  a  prosti¬ 
tute’s  rights  advocate  and  member  of  ACT 
UP/San  Francisco,  said  that  Murray’s 
report  was  further  evidence  of  the  legal 
system’s  role  in  creating  and  perpetuating 
hatred  and  violence  against  gay  people  and 
prostitutes.  She  said  that  sodomy  laws  that 
criminalize  gay  sex  play  a  similar  role  as 
anti-prostitution  laws  that  “enshr.ne  into 
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public  view  the  attitude  that  prostitutes  are 
bad  people  and  thus  legitimate  targets  of 
violence.” 

Waybourn  and  others  have  said  that 
Hampton’s  ruling  has,  in  fact,  led  to  in¬ 
creased  violence  against  local  gay  men  and 
lesbians.  There  have  been  several  incidents 
of  violence  in  the  ten-block  radius  around 
where  Trimble  and  Griffin  were  killed,  since 
Hampton’s  ruling.  They  have  included: 

•  the  murder  of  a  gay  man, 

•  the  stabbing  and  severe  injury  of  a  lesbian, 

•  the  attack  on  a  gay  man  by  four  men  who 
fractured  his  skull, 

•  three  incidents  in  which  gay  men  were  held 
at  gunpoint  and  forced  to  undress  and  per¬ 
form  sex  acts. 

Although  Murray’s  report  carries  no 
binding  recommendations,  some  activists 
say  it  might  encourage  the  commission  to 
drop  the  proceedings  against  Hampton 
without  taking  punitive  action.  The  com¬ 
mission  is  scheduled  to  meet  Dec.  14,  but  a 
decision  on  the  Hampton  case  could  be 
reached  sooner,  according  to  observers.  The 
commission  could  take  a  variety  of  actions 
in  the  case,  ranging  from  public  exoneration 
of  Hampton,  to  public  condemnation  of 
him,  to  calling  for  his  removal  from  the 
bench. 

Waybourn  told  GCN  he  hopes  that  the 
commission  will  call  for  Hampton’s  removal 
from  office,  but  he  said  it  may  be  up  to 
Dallas  voters  to  oust  the  judge,  who  is  up  for 
re-election  next  November. 

(As  GCN  went  to  press,  Waybourn  and 
other  members  of  the  Alliance  were  prepar¬ 
ing  to  “attend”  a  fundraising  event  to 
kickoff  Hampton’s  re-election  campaign.) 

□  filed  from  Boston 

Gay  rights 

Continued  from  page  3 

referendum  next  year,  should  the  bill  be¬ 
come  law.  She  said,  “We  went  around  to  all 
the  legislators  and  said  ‘don’t  vote  on  the 
bill  today,  we  know  we’ve  been  asking  you 
to  vote  for  17  years,  but  not  today!’  ” 

Osborne  noted  that  the  “protracted” 
nature  of  debate  on  this  bill  has  made  it 
“precedent-setting.”  Never  before,  he  said, 
has  the  opposition  imposed  such  extensive 
and  exhaustive  dilitory  tactics  and  added, 
“They’ve  pushed  the  limits,  with  an  ex¬ 
cessive  number  of  tabling  motions  and  sus¬ 
pension  of  the  rules  to  debate  longer.”  In 
spite  of  that,  however,  Osborne  said,  “I 
don’t  think  anyone  thinks  there  are  many 
more  cards  for  the  opposition  to  play.... 
Signals  are  that  the  Senate  President  would 
not  view  [another  motion  to  postpone] 
favorably.” 

According  to  Isaacson,  Gov.  Michael 
Dukakis’  office  is  planning  a  signing 
sometime  between  Nov.  14-16.  Although 
some  gay  and  lesbian  activists  had  hoped  for 
a  majestic  signing  on  the  steps  of  the  State 
House,  Isaacson  told  GCN  that  because  of  a 
fear  of  rain,  the  signing  will  be  held  in  a 
public  space  indoors. 

Isaacson  also  said  that  two  celebrations  of 
the  passage  of  the  bill  are  being  planned. 
The  first  will  be  a  “big  bash”  for  legislators 
and  lobbyists  and  members  of  the  gay  and 
lesbian  community,  and  will  be  held  Nov.  18 
at  the  Opera  House.  She  said  that  there  will 
be  a  small  admission  charge  in  order  to 
cover  the  cost.  The  second  party  will  be  a 
fundraiser  for  the  Grass  Roots  Gay  Rights 
Fund  Nov.  25.  Isaacson  said  that  it  is  unlike¬ 
ly  that  this  event  will  include  a  focus  on  leg¬ 
islators.  □ 
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CLASSIFIEDS 


GCN  REPLY  BOXES 

Replies  to  GCN  Boxes  should  be  addressed  to  GCN  Box 
#  ,  Gay  Community  News,  62  Berkeley  St.,  Boston,  MA 
02116.  This  applies  to  GCN  Boxes  only,  not  to  P.O. 
Boxes.  Mail  may  be  addresses  to  GCN  Boxes  for  four 
weeks  after  the  issue  in  which  it  appears. _ 

NEED  A  REAL  MAN? 

Lonesome  white  lifer,  26,  looking  for  love  and  friend¬ 
ship  from  the  community,  have  been  locked  away  ten 
long  years,  but  eligible  for  parole  in  three  more;  have  no 
one  out  there.  And  am  interested  in  sharing  long  term 
relationship  with  femme’s  18-85.  No  game  players. 
Please,  if  you’re  interested  in  a  caring  monogamous 
future,  write  Rodney  Lovell,  P.O.  Box  137,  Tillery  NC 
27887. _ (18) 

NEVER  BEEN  EAST 

SWF,  35,  being  transferred  to  Roslindale.  Need  room 
$300.00-$4(X),00/mo.  and  roommate  to  show  me  the 
Eastern  ropes.  Arriving  early  January.  Help!  (213) 
567^818. _ 08) 

YOU  CRUISED  MY  LOVER 

You  followed  us  from  the  card  shop  to  the  yuppie 
gadget  store  and  asked  my  nervous  lover  for  a  date. 
You:  tall,  red  hair  and  beard,  well-hung  (if  my  lover’s 
frottage  report  is  accurate)  and  obviously  bold  as  brass. 
Who  are  you?  GCN  Box  358 _ O?) 

FUCK  BUDDY/IES  WANTED 

28  year  old  big,  burly,  bearded  grizzly  looking  for  other 
bears  to  maul  me!  Skinny  little  Buddies  regulars  (and 
those  who  like  them)  need  not  apply.  Facial/body  hair, 
brains,  large  endowment  (but  I’m  no  size  queen)  a  plus! 
Send  sleazy  response  to  GCN  Box  372.  Photos  answered 
first. _ 07) 

INTERTWINE 

I’m  looking  for  a  hot  woman  with  a  good  sense  of 
humor.  Let  me  unleash  my  passions  on  you  as  I  caress 
your  strong,  smooth  body  and  play  with  your  sensa- 
tions.  GCN  Box  373! _ 07) 

PERSONAL  HEAT 

Looking  for  that  steamy  afternoon  or  lust-filled  night? 
Do  you  like  sex  toys,  dirty  talk  or  a  quiet  afternoon  on 
the  beach?  Start  with  a  GCN  personal  and  realize  all  of 
your  fantasies. _ 

LOOKING 

for  that  special  someone?  Or  maybe  more  than  one?  Try 
an  ad  in  GCN  today. _ 

GCN’s  circulation  department  is  looking  for  a  volunteer 
to  help  set  up  the  Friday  evening  mailing  party.  Learn 
about  the  exciting  world  of  newspaper  circulations  and 
meet  the  fabulous  Friday  staff  and  volunteers.  Please 
call  Jennie  at  GCN,  426-4469. 


IJ  f  B  V  f  C  F  S 

ACCOMODATION  ADDRESSES 

Business  or  Personal  mail  received,  held,  forwarded. 
Privacy,  security,  convenience.  PPS/N,  P.O.  Box  91, 
Milton,  MA  02186,  1-800-356-0909. _ (43) 

EXPERIENCED  HOUSECLEANER 
After  a  long  day  at  work,  come  home  to  a  clean  house. 
Call  Judy  at  623-0266.  References  available.  Cambridge 
and  Somerville  areas. _ (19) 

RITE-WAY  CLEANING 

Just  let  me  do  it!  Residential  and  commercial.  266-4099. 
9am-Noon,  or  after  6pm. _ gO) 

DO  YOU  NEED  A  TYPESETTER? 

Freelance  typesetter  available  full  or  part-time  to  work 
on  Compugraphic  MCS  (Power  Page)  system.  Available 
weekends,  some  evenings.  Call  Ann  at  491-2653.  Leave 
message. _ (17) 

PRESCRIPTION  REBATES 

sizable  rebates  to  customer  from  mail  order  pharmacy 
for  private  prescription  medications  covered  by  private 
insurance.  For  more  information,  call  Don  (212) 
362-9769. _  (18) 

ARE  YOU  IN  A  RELATIONSHIP  NOT  RECOGNIZED  BY 
UW? 

The  Last  Will  and  Testament  and  Durable  Power  of  At¬ 
torney  are  legal  tools  you  can  use  to  protect  yourself  and 
your  loved  ones.  Our  complete,  inexpensive  and  easy  to 
use  services  will  allow  you  to  legally  designate  the  per- 
son(s)  you  entrust  to  administer  your  wishes  upon 
disablement  or  death.  For  a  FREE  brochure  call  now 
1-800-669-0280.  (18) 


FIRST  IN  HEALTH  CARE 

SERVING  THE  CAY  &  LESBIAN 
COMMUNITY  SINCE  1971 


FENWAY 
COMMUNITY 
HEALTH 
CENTER 


General  Medicine  •  Counseling  •  Helpline 
•  HIV  Outpatient  Treatment  •  Research  • 
HIV  Education  &  Testing  •  Massage 
•  Sexually  Transmitted  Disease  Treatment  • 
Women's  Health  •  Alternative  Insemination 
■  Gay  &  Lesbian  Family  &  Parenting  Service  • 
Victim  Recovery  Program 


MEDICAL  HIV  TESTING  HELPLIN':  I 
267-7573  267-0159  267-900! 

16  Haviland  St  •  Boston  •  6i  7-267 -7573 
medical  •  business 


93  Mass  Ave  •  Boston  •  &t7-267-0900 
counseiing  •  research  •  educatfan 


JOHN  GRAVES 
Ph.D. 

U  Years  of  Gay  Affirmative 
Counseling  for  the 
Community 


Phone 

(617) 

266-20 


69 


42  THE  FENWAY 
BOSTON.  MA  02215 
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NNOUNCEMENTS 

HUGE  MOVING  SALE 

Saturday,  10/28,  104pm.  163  Charles  St.  E.  Cambridge.  3 
biks  fr  Lechemere.  Good  gay  books,  etc.  No  early  birds, 
please. _ 

BATTERED  LESBIANS 

Free  on-going  support  group  for  women  currently  or  formerly 
experiencing  physical,  emotional  or  sexual  abuse  by  a  woman 
partner.  Call  HAWC  at  508-744-6841  for  info  and  support. 
_ (20) 


BACK  BAY  COUNSELING  SERVICES 

DENNIS  lADAROLA 

Serving  the  Community  Since  1974 
Insurance  Accepted 

739-7860 


PERSONAL  HtAtTH 


I  “General  Medical  Care  “Sports  Medicine 
'  “Diagnosis  and  Treatment  of  Disease 
!  Private  Medical  Office  -  Confidential 

1/  ROBERT  TAYLOR,  MD 

- - l755Aeocon  Street,  Bsookllne-  232-.14S9-» ----A 
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Dr.  Jonathan  D.  Stein 
Chiropractor 

Treatment  of:  Neck  an(j  shoulder 
pain,  Headaches,  Low  back  pain. 
Bursitis,  Acute  and  Chronic 
Musculoskeletal  conditions 
resulting  from  occupational 
stress  and  nervous  tension. 

Evening  and  Saturday  Appts. 
Available,  232-7200 

375  Harvard  St.,  Brookline,  MA 


My  text  is:  (each  box  is  for  one  word) 


Need  more  room!  Just  keep  writing  on  a  separate  sheet  of  paper  at  a  cost  of  25«  per  word  (35«  per  word  for  business  ads). 

Basic  cost. 

□  iNon-business;  $6  for  1st  25  words;  25c 
for  each  additional  word. 

□  Business;  $8  for  1st  25  words;  35®  for 
each  additional  word. 

$ _ per  ad  x _ number  of  runs  $ 

Special  heading 

□  Flamer  ($3.00  x . 

P  Bold  ($1.50x_ 


My  category  is: 

□  PERSONALS  □  ANNOUNCEMENTS  □  HELP  WANTED 

□  ROOMMATE  WANTED  □  HOUSING  WANTED 

□  APARTMENTS  □  SUMMER  RENTALS  □  RESORTS 

□  FOR  SALE  □PUBLICATIONS  □  ORGANIZATIONS 

□  SERVICES  GRIDES  □  MOVERS  □  OTHER 


_ number  of  runs)  $_ 

.  number  of  runs)  $_ 

Total  cost  before  discounts  (add)  S  . 

Discounts 

□  10-20  consecutive  weeks.  Deduct  10%  $_ 

□  21 -30  consecutive  weeks.  Deduct  15%  $  _ 

□  31  -t-  consecutive  weeks.  Deduct  20%  $  _ 

□  I’m  going  to  subscribe  now.  Deduct  $2  $  _ 

Subtotal  S  _ 

Box  service 

□  Pick-up  box.  $4  for  6  weeks  $_ 

□  Forwarding  box.  $6  for  6  weeks  $_ 

Subscriptions 

□  I  want  to  subscribe!  $_ 

US:  $33 .  Institutional  rate:  $40. 

Display  Boxed  Classifieds 
□$15  per  column  inch 
_ inches  x  $  1 5  $_ 

Total  $  . 


•Deadline:  Tuesday  12  noon  for  each 
Friday’s  edition. 

•All  ads  must  be  prepaid. 

•No  ads  accepted  over  telephone. 
•Clip,  and  return  this  form  to: 
GCN  Classifieds 
62  Berkeley  St. 

Boston,  M A  02116 


Name  _ 
Address . 

City  _ 

State _ 


Zip 


Phone  (_ 


DAVID  L.  COLLINS 

C.L.U. 

InMurancm 
for  alt  your  needs 


Congress  St. 
Box  1762 

Boston,  MA  02105 


Orleans/Brewster 
Office  Park 

E.  Orleans,  MA  02643 
255-2600 


Call  toll-free  1-800-352-3185 


The  Law  Offices  of 

David  R.  Lund 
&  Associates, 
P.C. 

David  R.  Lund, 

Barbara  Macy,  There.se  A.  Young 

Boston 

(617)  266-0760 


GENERAL 

DENTISTRY 

JOHN  C.  BARNA,  dmd 

NEW  LOCATION: 

581  BOYLSTON  STREET 
4th  FLOOR 

BOSTON,  MASS.  02116 
(617)  353-1500 


^AO/ 


staff  of  18 
next  to  T 
&  bus  depot 
sliding  scale/ins. 


520  Comm.  Ave. 
Kenmore  Sq. 
247-4861 


COUNSELING 

FOR  WOMEN  BY  WOMEN 


BOOKKEEPERPTAX  PREPARER 

about  12  hours/mo.  (more  in  autumn)  Flexible  hrs. 
Women  of  color  encouraged  to  apply.  Call  Cambridge 
Women’s  Center,  354-8807. _ (17) 

STORE  MANAGER 

For  futon  &  home  furnishing  store  near  Coolidge  Cor¬ 
ner.  Must  be  responsible,  experience  preferred.  Call 
(401)351-7616  — ask  for  Brook.  (17) 

ACTORS/ACTRESSES  WANTED 
For  local  TV  commercials.  No  experience  necessary.  For 
casting  info  call  1-518459-8928  Ext.  TV  4404E.  (19) 

DEVELOPMENT  ASSISTANT 

Lesbian  and  Gay  civil  rights  organization  seeks  Develop¬ 
ment  Assistant.  Work  on  events,  membership,  direct 
mail,  grant  writing.  Responsible  for  computer  and  data 
management.  Resume  to  GLAD,  P.O.  Box  218,  Boston, 
MA  02112  by  Nov.  22.  Experience  in  Development 
preferred.  (18) 

PART  TIME  WORK 

GCN  staff  member  seeks  10-15  hours  of  work  per  week. 
Need  some  extra  help  around  the  office?  I  can  work 
Saturdays,  some  mornings  or  evenings.  Contact 

Margaret  at  426-4469. 

JOIN  THE  GE  BOYCOTT 

INFACT,  the  group  that  organized  the  first  Nestle 
Boycott,  has  now  targetted  General  Electric  for  their 
leading  role  in  the  nuclear  weapons  business,  and  the 
resultant  radioactive  and  toxic  waste.  Seeking  develop¬ 
ment  administrator  for  national  headquarters  in  Boston. 
Great  opportunity  to  learn  about  fundraising  behind  the 
scenes  with  a  dynamic,  growing  national  and  interna¬ 
tional  campaign.  Contact  Nancy  Cole,  INFACT,  256 
Hanover  St.,  Boston,  MA  02113  (617)  7424583  ASAP!. 
_ (17) 

ACT  IN  TV  COMMERCIALS 

High  pay.  No  experience... All  ages,  kids,  teens,  young 
adults,  families,  mature  people,  animals,  etc.  Call  now! 
Charm  Studios  (313)  542-8400. _ (M) 

LIVE-IN  OR  PART-TIME 

Personal  care  attendants  to  assist  female  professional 
disabled  activist  and  friendly  cat  named  Beaver.  No  ex¬ 
perience  necessary  but  must  have  a  driver’s  license  and 
be  responsible,  mature  and  energetic.  Live-in  gets  free 

rent  plus  $215/wk.  Weekdays  5-lOpm  $177/wk. 

Weekends  $180.  Call  731-6228. _ (^) 

NEED  HELP? 

Find  the  help  you  need  by  placing  a  Help  Wanted  ad  in 
GCN.  Reach  the  thousands  of  people  who  read  GCN 
each  week. 


K 


OOMMATE  WANTED 

LF  29  seeks  responsible  independent  LF  for  large  attrac¬ 
tive  2  '/z  bedroom  apt  in  Somerville  near  bus,  stores, 
quiet  street.  No  smoke/pets  Dec.  I.  $250  plus.  Call 
666-2159.  (18) 

LF  seeks  2  LFs  to  share  beautiful  3BR  in  JP. 
Dishwasher,  carpeting,  parking,  T  accessible.  No  smok- 
ing/drgs/pets  min.  alcohol.  350  and  375  plus  utils. 
522-6454.  (jg) 

CAMBRIDGE;  BETWEEN  HRVD  &  MIT 

Great  location  only  six  minute  walk  to  Central  Square  T 
or  Charles  River!  GWM  34  seeks  gay  male  or  lesbian  to 
share  2  BR  VA  bath  attached  house  with  small  private 
yard.  NO  smoker,  no  pets,  available  immediately. 
$395-plus.  David:  497-6197. _ (^) 

HAVE  WE  GOT  THE  HOUSE  FOR  YOU! 

Five  funky  yet  responsible  politically  active  dykes  seek 
one  more  for  our  JP  semi  coop  home.  Spacious  2  floors 
near  Orange  and  Green  T.  $240-plus.  Call  US  operators 
standing  by.  524-0821. _ (18) 

BOSTON  SUBLET 

Attractive  and  comfortable  Allston  apartment,  conve¬ 
nient  to  Cambridge.  Share  with  my  roommate  who  is 
here  3  days/week,  it’s  all  yours  the  rest  of  the  week  and 
weekend.  Dec.  or  Jan.  thru  Mar.  or  April  —  my  plans 
are  flexible,  so  let’s  talk.  $380  plus  'A  utils.  Lynn 
254-6807. _ (17) 

SOMERVILLE 

Prof  LF  seeks  1  roommate  to  share  beaut  2  bdrm  5  rm 
apt.  Davis  T.  Hrdwd  firs.  Quiet  St.  avail  11/15. 

Nonsmoker,  no  pets.  $350-plus  util.  628-5751.  (17) 

Two  women  seek  third  for  spacious,  sunny,  three 
bedroom  apartment  in  Belmont.  Near  Harvard  Square. 
On  T  line.  $350-plus.  No  smoking  or  pets.  4984746.  (17) 

TEALE  SQ.,  SOMERVILLE 

Seek  LF  28-plus  for  sunny  spacious  5  rm  apt.  No  drugs, 
alcohol  or  pets.  $250.00  month  plus  util  and  deposit. 
Call  628-3216  or  days  (leave  message) _ (17) 

Bedford  Bi  Female  30-plus  seeks  2  roommates  to  share 
house  on  4  acres.  Firelace  in  each  room.  $500-plus. 

275-1799. _  (17) 

JAMAICA  PUIN 

Spacious,  on  BR  with  LR,  kitchen.  Five  minute  walk  to 
Arnold  Arboretum.  $450/month  plus  utilities.  Call 

983-5196. _ 06) 

ALLSTON  HOUSEHOLD 

5  LFs  looking  for  6th  to  share  large  3  floor  house.  Semi¬ 
coop.  Near  T  and  bus  route.  $230-plus.  Available  im- 
mediately.  254-0448 _ (18) 

SOMERVILLE — Davis  Sq.  LF  (26  plus)  to  share  large  2 
bdrm  close  to  red  line  &  bus.  No  pets,  cigs,  drugs. 
Available  now.  $375  plus.  Call  623-7415  before  10pm. 

_ _ 07) 

Cambridge/Somerville— One  minute  to  ‘T’,  stores.  15 

min.  walk  to  Harvard.  2  amusing,  friendly,  LFs  seek 
responsible,  neat,  LF  for  nice  apt.,  quiet  st.  No  smok- 
ing,  no  pets.  $359  plus.  776-6158. _ 07) 

2LF  need  3rd  for  Victorian  in  Newtonville.  'A  acre  yard 
on  bus  lines.  Share  entire  house.  Your  bdrm  is  entire  3rd 
floor  with  'A  bath.  $350  plus.  965-0648.  CHEM.  FREE 
A  MUST. _ 07) 

LF  seeks  same  to  share  2  bdrm,  chem  and  smoke  free, 
apt.  in  JP.  I  have  2  cats.  Another  nego.  $247.50  plus. 
Near  T.  Call  Leenie  522-2332.  (17) 
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OOMMATE  WANTED 


TRY  GCN’S 
GUARANTEED 
ROOMMATE 

AD 

□ 

GCN’s  “Guaranteed 
Roommate”  offer: 

ALL  ROOMMATE  AND 
HOUSEMATE  ADS  THAT 
ARE  PREPAID  FOR  TWO 
WEEKS  WE  WILL  RUN 
UNTIL  YOU  FIND  A 
ROOMMATE 
□ 

Ads  will  not  be  automatically 
renewed.  You  must  call  in  every 
additional  week  you  want  the  ad 
to  run.  Phone  calls  will  be 
accepted  all  day  Mondays  and 
Tuesdays  until  noon.  426-4469. 


NEAR  HARVARD  FRIENDLY  STREET 

Room  open  in  2BR  on  Camb.-Som.  line.  Now  thru  Aug. 
’90.  Share  meals.  Artists,  activists  very  welcome.  $350 
plus  util.  Sec,  deposit  call  Alan  666-8093 .  (17) 

LESBIAN  ROOMMATE  WANTED! 

Lesbian  with  beautiful  2  bedroom  house  in  Everett,  e-z 
parking;  available  now;  no  pets  or  heavy  drugs 
381-8774.  $325-plus. _  (fyj 

CAMBRIDGEPORT  COOP 

Housemate  needed  for  funky,  progressive,  semi-veg, 
semi-coop  home  in  beautiful  Cambrjdgeport  for  Nov. 
1st  or  sooner.  Call  864-1466,  evenings  best. 

LARGE  COUNTRY  HOUSE 

GW  GM.  Couples  or  singles.  Privacy  on  75  acres.  Be¬ 
tween  Boston  and  Providence.  Off  of  495,  Norton  call 
(508)  285-9849.  No  more  pets. _ (17) 


A' 


PART  M  ENTS 


CALL  us  AGAIN 

LF  couple  seek  LF/GM  couple  to  share  big,  beaut,  house  in 
SomerviUe.  You  get  2  BR  plus  your  own  LR.  We  share  kitch., 
DR,  porch,  yard.  Avail.  Nov.  15  or  Dec.  1.  $750.  625-0585. 
_ _ _ (19) 

WALTHAM  Pleasant  1  bedroom  apartment  in  owner  oc¬ 
cupied  2  family.  Off  street  parking,  1  block  to  bus.  $600-plus 
utilities  plus  security.  No  fee.  617/893^385. _ 07) 

FOR  RENT  STOW  MA 

Small  single  house,  4  rooms,  screened  porch.  Lake  access. 
Suitable  for  a  couple.  $600  plus  utilities.  Security  required 
(508)562-5321. _ 07) 

Jamaica  Plain.  Sunny,  4  rooms,  walk  to  Forest  Hills  T,  Ar¬ 
boretum.  Laundry,  pets  ok.  $800  heated.  No  fees.  268-0972. 

_ (17) 

LYNN/SWAMPSCOTT  LINE 

4  room  (1  BR)  apt.  near  beach.  Two  blocks  to  train  to  North 
Station.  Nice  yard,  off  street  parking.  $650  includes  all 
utilities.  (508)  744-0959. _ (17) 

Sunny,  quiet,  large,  3  room,  semi  rural  10  minutes  from  Red 
Line  (Braintree)  avail  Nov.  1.  $550  includes  electricity. 
767-9224. _ yq) 

SHORT  TERM/PART  TIME 

Need  a  flexible  situation?  GF  37  offers  apt  to  mature,  quiet 
GF/M,  Harvard  medical  area.  Close  to  trains.  Please  call 
442-4693  or  leave  mes.sage. _  (c) 


H 


OUSING  WANTED 

Prof.  34  LF  seeking  to  locate  similar  person  with  house  to 
share.  Or  we  can  search  together.  Resp.,  clean,  easy-going, 
smoker.  By  Nov.  1st,  if  possible.  Leave  mes.sage  for  Qmdy, 
738-8762.  Thank  you _ ^5) 

$500  REWARD 

GCN  writer  seeks  one  bdrm  apt  in  Cambridge/Somerville 
area.  $500  or  less  (please  don’t  laugh).  $5(X)  reward  for  rent 
control.  Call  Liz  864-1466. _  (c) 


O  R 


SALE 


TIRED  OF  CITY  LIVING! 

Want  gardens  and  off  street  parking,  but  can  only  af¬ 
ford  a  condo?  How  about  this  alternative?  Two 
bedroom  cape  in  West  Newton.  Living  room  with 
fireplace,  dining  room  and  eat-in  kitchen.  Fenced  in 
backyard  and  lovely  garden.  All  for  only  205,000.00  Call 
evenings  244-5585. _  (17) 


A  C  A  T  I  O  N  S 

GAY  COUNTRY  INN 

Spend  long,  lazy  days  by  our  heated  pool,  cool  nights  by 
a  crackling  fire  or  in  our  hot  tub.  Enjoy  this  beautiful 
100  acre  mountain  setting  with  spectacular  fall  colors! 
HIGHLANDS  INN,  Box  1 18G,  Bethlehem,  NH,  03574. 
(603)  869-3978.  Grace  and  Judi,  Innkeepers. 


(19) 


G' 


C  N  SPEC! A  L  S 


CHEAPni 

Goldengate  Cul  inet  software  package  for  PC  com¬ 
puters.  Contains  spreadsheet,  database,  graph,  edit,  in¬ 
formation  management,  emulator,  and  profile  func¬ 
tions.  Market  value  $695.  Will  sell  for  $300-350.  Call 
Natalie,  426-4469. 


G' 


C  N  S  P E  C I  A  LS 


GANIZATIONS 


CLASSIFIEDS 


Vi 


HUMIDIFIER!!! 

The  office  (people  and  machines)  need  some  wetness  to 
offset  the  dry  heat.  If  you  have  a  humidifier  you’re  not 
using  and  would  like  to  donate,  please  call  Mike 
426^9.  Thanks.  _ 

ELECTRICIAN  NEEDED! 

We  pulled  the  little  chain-type  switch  for  a  light  bulb  fix¬ 
ture  right  out  of  the  fixture  and  now  our  storage  closet  is 
in  the  dark.  Could  someone  out  there  volunteer  or 
cheaply  help  us  take  the  picture  apart  if  needed  or  just 
wire  in  a  new  one?  Pretty  please?  Call  Mike  at  GCN 
426-4469.  Thanks. _ 

A  COPY  MACHINE: 

WE  NEED  ONE  BAD 

GCN  needs  a  medium-sized  (not  huge)  copy  machine. 
Do  you  have  one  you  might  donate  or  sell  cheaply?  Do 
you  know  of  anyone  who  would?  All  for  a  good  cause 
and  very  tax-deductible.  Call  Natalie  at  GCN  426-4469 

TYPEWRITERS  ANYONE? 

Our  old  faithful  IBM  Selectrics  are  dying  and  we  still 
need  to  have  1  or  2  around  to  fill  out  forms,  etc.  If  you 
have  one  you’d  like  to  get  rid  of,  please  call  Mike  at 
GCN,  426-4469.  Thanks. 


UBLICATIONS 

BREAKTHROUGH! 

Political  journal  of  Prairie  Fire  Organizing  Committee, 
Spring  1989  issue.  Women  of  the  Philippine  Revolution 
—  Interview  with  Makibaka;  The  Post-Feminist  Mysti¬ 
que;  speech  by  PISD  (People  with  Immune  System 
Disorders);  Crack  and  Black  Youth.  $3  including 
postage.  John  Brown  Book  Club,  POB  1422,  San  Fran¬ 
cisco,  CA  941 14. 

Do  you  need  facts  about  menopause?  Does  the ! 
stereotyping  of  older  women  make  you  angry?  Do  you 
want  to  be  part  of  an  Older  Feminists  Network?  ‘ 
Broomstick,  a  bimonthly  national  magazine  by,  for  and 
about  women  over  forty.  Annual  subs  (US  funds  only) 
U.S.  $15,  Canada  $20,  Overseas  and  Institutions  $25. 
Sliding  scale  available.  Sample  copy  $3.50.  3543  18  St. 
#3,  San  Francisco,  CA  941 10. _ 

BAD  ATTITUDE 

A  lesbian  sex  magazine.  Irreverent  and  Hot!  $12  for  one 
year’s  subscription  (3  issues).  B.A.  Inc.,  P.O.  Box  110, 
Cambridge,  MA  02139. _ (16.33) 

LESBIAN  CONTRADICTION 

A  Journal  of  Irreverent  Feminism.  Quarterly  of  com¬ 
mentary,  analysis,  reviews,  cartoons  &  humor  by  and 
for  women  who  agree  to  disagree-who  are  still  political, 
but  not  necessarily  correct.  Sample  $1.50;  sub.  $6;  more 
if/less  if.  LesCon,  584  Castro,  No.  236G,  SF,  CA  941 14. 
_ (ex) 

With  incisive  reporting  and  thoughtful  analysis  IN 
THESE  TIMES  offers  the  very  best  in  alternative  American 
journalism.  We’ve  built  our  reputation  on  addressing 
the  issues  the  mainstream  media  ignores,  and  that’s  why 
our  unique  point-of-view  has  been  trusted  by  thousands 
of  readers  for  over  a  decade.  Why  not  see  for  yourself? 
You  may  order  a  subscription  by  calling  8(X)-435-0715 
(in  Illinois  call  800-892-0753)  or  by  writing  to  IN  THESE 
TIMES,  1912  Debs  Ave.,  Mt.  Morris,  IL  61054.  (17.36) 


OLDER  LESBIAN  ENERGY 

Social  and  support  group  for  women  over  40.  P.O.  Box 
1214,  East  Arlington,  MA  02174. _ (15,48) 

BLACK  AND  WHITE  MEN  TOGETHER 

Multiracial  group  for  all  people.  Call  (415)  43I-I976  or 
write  BWMT,  suite  140,  584  Castro  St.  SF,  CA,  94114 
(16.1) _ 

BOSTON  ALLIANCE  OF  GAY  AND  LESBIAN  YOUTH 

Social  support  group  for  youth  22  and  under.  Wed. 
night  general  meeting  from  7;30-9pm.  New  persons 
meeting  at  6:00.  Women’s  meeting  at  6:45.  Call 
523-7363  for  info.  tis  37t 

MAN/BOY  LOVE 

Intergenerational  Love  Support  Group.  World  wide 
news,  art,  opinions.  Application,  information  free 
Bulletin  $1.00  NAMBLA,  P.O.  Box  1923,  St.  Louis, 
Missouri,  631 18.  (7) 


OVERS 

THE  JIM  CLARK  MOVING  COMPANY 

Serving  the  Gay  Community 
with  professionalism  and  respect 
Very  careful  furniture  movers. 

Piano  and  hoisting  spiecialists. 

Any  time  of  the  day-any  day  of  the  year. 

No  overtime  charges,  354-2184 
MPDU  Number  23733 

APPLETON  MOVING  CO.,  INC. 

(formerly,  Boston  Trucking  Co.) 

MA  DPU#25522 
No  job  too  big  or  too  small 
Very  careful  movers  641-1234 _ 

POOR  PEOPLES  MOVERS 

Complete  moving  service.  7  days  a  week.  New  and  used 
boxes.  Inside  heated  storage  lockers.  Truck  and  equip¬ 
ment  rentals.  We  load/unload  your  truck.  522-0826. 


M' 


O  V 
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ALL  AMERICAN  &  ELM  ST.  MOVING 

Local  or  long  distance  moving.  Your  belongings  handled 
with  loving  care  and  understanding.  Discount.  322-7373, 
242-0772. _ 06) 


'  '  ■y  r  ym*  r  XBP  -  r '«i  *  r'o ' 

Prisoners 
Seeking 
Friends 


From  $18  /  hr. 

MAXI-VANS 

CARGO  MASTER  TRUCK' 

>  HOMES  •  BUSINESSES 

>  24  HOUR  DELIVERY 
'  Lie.  and  INS. 


I _ 236-1 84a. 


IF  YOU  WANT  PEACE, 
WORK  FOR  JUSTICE 


f  I  m  a  black  female,  age  27,  and  it  would  be 
splendid  if  someone  would  write  me  really 
soon.  Ms.  Brenda  Lee  CUNNINGHAM 
A 160077  (Box  124),  PO  Box  8540,  Pembroke 
Pines  FL  33024. 


GAYELLOW  BUSES 

INFORMING  THE  GAY  COMMUNITY  SINCE  1973.  Accom¬ 
modations,  AA  groups.  Pars,  baths,  bookstores, 
businesses,  counselors,  dentists,  doctors,  hotels, 
lawyers,  mail  order,  media,  publications,  organizations, 
religious  groups,  services,  social  groups,  switchboards, 
therapists,  travel  agents,  etc.,  etc.,  etc  (area  codes 
and  zip  codes  too') 

USA  &  CANADA  $10 

NEW  YORK/NEW  JERSEY  $4.50;  includes  Manhattan  bar 
notes  &  women's  section. 

SOUTHERN  EDITION  $4.50;  Alabama.  Arkansas,  N  &  S 
Carolina.  Florida.  Georgia.  Kansas,  Kentucky.  Louisiana, 
Mississippi,  Missouri,  New  Mexico,  Oklahoma,  PuertB 
Rico,  Tennessee,  Texas,  Virginia 

NORTHEAST  EDITION  $4,50;  Connecticut,  Delaware. 
District  of  Columbia.  Maine,  Maryland,  Massachusetts, 
New  Hampshire,  Ohio.  Pennsylvania,  Rhode  Island.  Ver¬ 
mont.  W.  Virginia. 

Renaissance  House.  Box  292GCN  Village  Station.  NY.  NY 
10014  212-674-0120.  All  books  discreetly  by  first  class 
mail;  your  name  kept  strictly  confidential.  To  list  a 
business  or  organization,  or  for  further  information,  send 
stamped,  self-addressed  business-size  envelope.  Please 
contact  us  for  prices  outside  the  USA.  In  Canada,  order 
from  Glad  Day  Books,  598  Yonge  SI..  Toronto,  Ontario 
M4Y  1Z3  416-961-4161  (check  for  prices) 

Ask  us  about  Gayellow  Pages  on  mailing  labels! 


could  use  a  typewriter,  write  Resist  and  tell 
them  your  situation  and  what  need  to  be 
done  to  get  a  typewriter  through  your 
mailroom,  and  maybe  you’ll  get  one.  Sup¬ 
ply  is  limited,  so  write  soon:  RESIST!, 
One  Summer  Street,  Somerville  MA 
02143. 


PENPALS?  “Connections”  is  the  fastest 
g^rowing  gay  contact  group  in  America. 
Free  listing.  Send  3  stamps  (25cents)  for 
your  info  packet  and  application  to:  Con¬ 
nections,  Box  8000,  Myrtle  Beach  SC 


SOME  GREAT  ORGANIZING  IDEAS  from 
Prisoners!!  They  should  be  tried 
Everywhere!!  Get  it  together!!! 


OFF  OUR  BACKS 

Lively,  down-to-earth  feminism  in  the  nation’s  oldest 
women’s  newsjournal.  Analysis,  reviews,  conference 
coverage,  and  news  —  on  health,  feminist  theory, 
reproductive  rights,  civil  rights  and  political  work 
among  working,  disabled,  incarcerated,  old,  and  poor 
women,  women  of  color,  lesbians  and  women  from 
every  continent,  $15/11  issues.  $6  plus  $1  postage.  2423 
18th  St.  NW,  Washington,  DC  20009 _ (ex) 

WOMEN  OF  POWER:  “A  Magazine  of  Feminism, 
Spirituality,  and  Politics,”  an  inspiring  international 
quarterly  publication.  Subscriptions  $22  for  4  issues: 
single  issues  $6  plus  $1  postage.  P.O.  Box  827,  Cam- 
bridge,  MA  02238,  telephone  (617)  625-7885. _ (^) 

ON  OUR  BACKS 

The  sexual  entertainment  magazine  for  lesbians,  is  49 
pages  of  erotic  fiction,  features,  plus  timely  sexual  ad¬ 
vice  and  news  columns.  We  are  quarterly,  national,  uni¬ 
que  and  provocative.  $28/year  sub/$6  single  issue.  ON 
OUR  BACKS,  526  Castro,  San  Francisco,  CA  941 14(ex) 

WOMEN’S  REVIEW  OF  BOOKS 

monthly  review  of  current  feminist  writing.  Since  1983. 
Our  readers  span  the  U.S.,  Canada,  and  abroad. 
Subscriptions;  $15/U.S.,  $18/Canada,  $25/institutions. 
Free  sample  on  request.  THE  WOMEN’S  REVIEW, 
Wellesley  Women’s  Research  Center,  Wellseley,  MA 

02181. _  (ex) 

BLACK/OUT 

Special  10th  Anniv.  edition  of  Block/Out  now  available. 
This  bi/annual  magazine  from  the  National  Coalition 
for  Black  Lesbians  and  Gays  contains  essays,  reviews, 
poetry,  news  and  announcements  concerning  the  Black 
Lesbian  and  Gay  community.  Sample  copy  $6  plus  $1 
postage.  1  year  subscription  (2  issues)  $10  to 
BLACK/OUT,  c/o  NCBLG,  19641  West  Seven  Mile, 
Detroit,  Ml  48219. _ _ _ (ex) 


association  has  been  formed  to  pursue  the  con¬ 
stitutional  rights  of  Florida  prisoners  and  to: 
Ijcreate  a  safer  prison  environment;  2)increase 
educational  &  vocational  training  opportunities; 
3)address  prisoners’  legal  needs  such  as  adequate 
law  libraries  and  trained  law  clerks  and 
paralegals;  4)formulate  goals  so  that  prisoners 
may  benefit  more  from  their  incarceration  ex¬ 
perience. 

For  more  information  write:  Heniy  Dixon, 
054602,  Florida  State  Prison,  Box  747,  Starke  FL 
32091. 


Prisoners  and  the  Media  in  INDIANA! 

The  ‘Prisoners  Committee  for  Better  Relations’ 
has  been  formed  to  establish  a  better  working 
relationship  with  the  media  and  to  promote  bet¬ 
ter  education  for  the  community  aoout  the  pro¬ 
blems  of  prisoners  as  well  as  about  their  poten¬ 
tial  when  they  get  out  and  to  ease  the  transition 
of  prisoners  back  into  society.  For  more  infor¬ 
mation  write:  D.  Yates,  Publicity  Director,  Box 
30,  8079  44-6J,  Pendleton  IN  46064. 


MASSACHUSETTS  SHIT  dumped  on  prisoners! 
Let’s  express  some  national  solidarity  with 
Mass,  prisoners  (and  all  of  us  who  have  to  put  up 
with  unsafe  drinking  water  and  other  en¬ 
vironmental  hazards!).  They  are  about  to  start 
dumping  the  condensed  shit  from  Metro  Boston 
in  Walpole  near  the  prison.  Methane  dangers  and 
fouled  water  are  only  2  of  the  problems.  For 
more  info  write:  Peter  Cook,  Workers  World 
Party,  186  Lincoln  St,  Room  602,  Boston  MA 
02111.  


B  I  m  a  26  yr  old  bi-female,  half  Italian  but  ALL 
J  country.  I  enjoy  reading,  writing,  drawing  and 

■  all  outdoors  activities.  Looking  for  intelligent, 

1  sincere  and  honest  conversation  from  anyone 

■  interested.  I  can  correspond  with  prisoners  also 
Jean  GROSS,  Box  1,  5-2  Hall,  Goochland  VA 

jS  23063 

B  Tm  24  and  very  mature  for  my  age.  I’m  looking 

B  tor  a  fun  and  caring  correspondence  relation- 
^  ship.  Cynthia  JOHNSON,  151931  (446),  PO 
■  Box  8540,  Pembroke  Pines  FL  33024 

®  BiWM,  35,  seeking  penpals  to  share  feelings, 

5  experiences  and  interests.  Sorry,  can’t  write 

■  prisoners.  Miles  HOFF,  01446-046,  Unit  GT, 

■  Box  1000,  Butner  NC  27509. 

2  Black  male,  28,  they  call  me  ‘Magic’  and  I’m 

■  looking  for  TV-TS,  and  extreme  femmes  who 

I  want  to  touch  hearts.  Can  write  prisoners  too. 

1  James  JOHNSON,  82A  6202,  Drawer  B  (SHU 

B  23),  Stormville  NY  12582. 

■  Lonely  Capricorn  who  loves  domineering  men 

S  in  need  of  a  man.  I’m  29,  love  outdoor  life  and 

S  romantic  evenings  by  the  fire!  Please  write. 

B  Richard  HAFF,  491736,  Box  16,  Lovelady  TX 
75851.  ... 

Looking  for  someone  to  write  for  friendship. 

Can  write  prisoners.  Will  answer  all.  Dale 
SMITH,  163147,  Box  900,  Jefferson  (Tity  MO  B 
65102. 

Gay  male.  Black,  21,  into  writing,  music, 

modeling  and  dancing!  Would  like  penpal.  Very 
lonely.  Thank  you.  Rufus  WILSON,  139347, 
Box  56,  Lebanon  OH  45036. 

GM,  college  educated,  excellent  physical  condi¬ 

tion,  seeking  penpal.  Write  James  HEDRICK, 
19117,  Box  607,  Carson  City  NV  89701. 
(Enclose  SASE  for  speedy  reply.) 

27  yr  old  GM  looking  for  someone  to  write.  I 

have  a  great  sense  of  humor  and  hope  to  hear 
from  someone.  Ralph  ‘Scott’  BAKER, 

■  D-52712,  4B1R63,  Box  3456,  Corcoran  CA 

S 93212. 

GM,  28,  would  enjoy  writing  letters  to  someone 
(and  getting  some!)  Like  to  hear  from  free  peo¬ 
ple  and  other  prisoners  too.  Danny  ALBRETS, 
184658,  Box  3003,  Jackson  MI  49204. 

I’d  like  to  write  to  some  of  the  men  who  have 
been  locked  up  for  loving  younger  guys,  who 
are  in  the  same  boat  as  myself.  I’d  like  to  find 
out  what  can  be  done  about  our  situations.  I 
hear  Mexico  doesn’t  have  any  age  limitations. 
James  SAVAGE,  048436,  Box  B,  Anamosa  lA 
52205. 

Looking  for  a  bisexual  male  or  female  in  Iowa. 

I  will  be  paroling  to  eastern  Iowa  soon.  I  am  not 
a  couch  potato.  I’m  tired  of  the  singles  crowd, 
love  to  go  places,  do  things,  am  borderline 
vegetarian,  love  to  cook,  have  a  garden,  go 
fishing  and  much  else.  Please  write.  Michael 
TRIMBLE,  43443,  Box  1568,  Hutchinson  KS 
67504. 

Non-promiscuous  GM,  vegetarian,  into  natural 
healing  and  new  age,  seeks  friendship.  Also  like 
sky  diving,  running  and  Yoga.  Bill  STINDE, 
43668,  1008 ‘/2  Dayton  St,  Wichita  KS  67213. 

GM,  30,  needs  someone  to  share  thoughts  with. 

1  like  art,  music,  classic  autos  and  would  like  to 
write  someone  in  the  free  world.  Steven 
FLEENER,  42477,  Box  900,  Jefferson  City  ■ 
MO  65102.  B 

Bi-male  seeks  correspondence  with  mature  B 

homosexuals.  I  like  sports,  jazz,  some  contem-  g 
porary  music,  and  sensual  people  with  open  ■ 
minds.  Cleanliness  and  safe  sex  a  must.  William  B 
SMALLWOOD,  Box  137,  Tillery  NC  27887.  S 

1  would  like  to  hear  from  someone  on  a  friendly 
basis,  to  avoid  losing  myself  in  the  terrible 
loneliness  of  this  place.  Anyone  who  wants. 
Robert  MICHENFELDER,  51981,  2605  State 
St,  Salem  OR  97310. 

Full  of  establishment  bullshit? 

Wonder  what  it  is  about  people  out  there  that 
they  ignore  us  inside  so  much.  Are  they  so 
wrapped  up  in  establishment  bullshit  that  they 
think  there  are  no  nice  persons  inside?  1  can’t 
write  other  prisoners,  but  would  like  to  write  so¬ 
meone  out  there.  1  enjoy  good  books,  friendly 
conversation  and  (imagining)  traveling.  Please 
write.  Herbert  Darrell  HAY,  263672,  Box  16, 
Lovelady  TX  75851. 


Interested  in  playing  a  game  of  chess  by  mail 
with  a  penpal?  Write  me  with  your  first  move. 
I’m  20  and  an  Aquarius.  Hobbies  include  D&D, 
prisoners  rights  and  all  sorts  of  things  in  the 
great  outdoors  (when  I  am  not  locked  up). 
Phillip  BATES,  1189-E,  2500  Westgate, 
Pendleton  OR  97801 .  _ 

Gay  black  male,  20,  would  like  a  pen  friend.  I 
enjoy  reading,  writing,  music,  poetry  and  mak 
. :hael  HENDERS 


ing  new  friends.  Michael  HE! 
67661,  Parchman  MS  38738. 


JDERSON,  U-7, 
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Calendar  listings  must  be  received  by  the 
Monday  before  the  week  of  the  event.  Photos 
encouraged.  Please  specify  if  event  is/is  not 
wheelchair  accessible  and/or  sign  language 
interpreted.  Please  use  our  format  as  a  guide 
for  listings  and  put  each  event  on  a  separate 
sheet,  if  possibie.  Listings  must  be  typed. 


1 1  Saturday  □ 
lesbian  folksinger,  Phranc, 
performs  at  Indigo,  823  Main 
Street,  Cambridge.  8pm. 

$10. 


4  Saturday 

Boston  □  Dancing  in  Time,  a  unique  twelve  hour 
dance-athon  to  benefit  the  AIDS  Action  Committee,  at 
the  Park  Plaza  Castle.  6pm-6am.  266-6906. 

5  Sunday 

Somerville  □  Gays  &  Lesbians  of  Somerville  and 
Surroundings  holds  first  anniversary  potiuck  dinner.  71 
Union  Square.  7pm.  Lisa,  628-2S32  or  Mike,  628-2643. 

Boston  □  Mercedes  Sosa  performs  at  Symphony  Hall. 
7pm.  $15,  $20,  $22,  $25.  661-1252. 

Boston  □  Bi-Space,  a  place  to  meet  bisexuals  and  talk 
about  issues.  Les/Gay  Service  Center,  338  Newbury 
Street.  Rm.  203.  8- 1 0pm.  $2.  Info:  BIS-MOVE. 

Dorchester  □  Dorchester  GALA’s  monthly  potiuck 
at  Michael's  home.  6:30pm.  825-3737. 

6  Monday 

Boston  □  Lesbian  School  Teachers/Ad¬ 
ministrators  potiuck.  6:30pm.  783-3580. 

7  Tuesday 

Boston  □  Gay  Fathers  of  Greater  Boston  meets  to 
discuss  “Sex  in  the  Bushes:  The  Risks  Involved.” 
Lindemann  Center,  25  Staniford  Street.  8pm- 1 0pm. 
742-7897. 

Framingham  Center  □  Metrowest  Coalition  for 
Choice  meeting  to  plan  for  mobilization  in  Wash.,  D.C. 
First  Parish  Church,  24  Vernon  Street.  7:30pm. 
508/653-8560  or  508/877-5456. 

Boston  □  BiCEP  (Bisexual  Community  Engaging  in 
Politics)  meets.  8pm.  For  location,  call  734-9348. 

8  Wednesday 

Boston  □  Metropolitan  Community  Church  sup¬ 
port  group  for  PWAs  at  the  Les/Gay  Service  Center,  338 
Newbury  Street.  7:30pm.  437-0420. 

9  Thursday 

Boston  □  GCN  Production  Night.  All  welcome. 
Proofreading  suits  at  5pm.  Paste-up  after  7pm.  62 
Berkeley  St.,  near  Arlington  and  Back  Bay  T-stops.  Info, 
GCN:  617/426-4469. 

Boston  □  FCHC’s  Living  Well  Series,  Sex  and  In¬ 
timacy  for  Gay  &  Bisexual  Men.  332  Newbury  Street. 
6:30-8:30pm.  Paul  or  Robb,  267-0900  to  pre-register. 

10  Friday 

Boston  □  GCN  Mailing.  Come  help  stuff  the  paper  and 
meet  new  friends.  5- 1 0pm.  62  Berkeley  St.,  near  Arl¬ 
ington  and  Back  Bay  T-stops.  Info:  GCN,  617/426-4469. 

Allston  □  Song  of  Absence.  At  the  Double  Edge 
Theatre,  5  St.  Luke's  Road.  Also  ll/ll,  11/17,  11/18. 
8pm.  $15,  $12  (students  &  seniors)  254-4228. 

Boston  □  Lisa  Thorson  &  Susan  Abod  perform  at 
Club  Cabaret  thru  11/12.  209  Columbus  Ave.  8pm. 
$8/$IO.  536-0972. 


1 1  Saturday 

Boston  □  A  Clean  &  Sober  Dance  for  the  lesbian  & 
gay  community,  sponsored  by  The  Boston  Sound 
Machine.  At  the  Y,  140  Clarendon  Street.  9pm- 1  am.  $5. 

Jamaica  Plain  □  Lesbian  &  Gay  Neighbors  of  J.P. 

annual  Fall  Ball.  First  Church  Unitarian  Hall,  6  Eliot 
Street.  9pm- 1  am.  $8. 

Cambridge  □  Phranc  performs  at  Indigo.  823  Main 
Street.  8pm.  $10.  497-7200. 

1 2  Sunday 

Cambridge  □  Am  Tikva  bowling  benefit  for  Hospice 
Mission  Hill.  Lanes  &  Games,  195  Concord  Turnpike. 
l2noon-3pm.  $15.  782-8894. 

13  Monday 

Cambridge  □  Benefit  Reading  for  the  PEN  Fund  for 
Writers  and  Editors  with  AIDS  featuring  Mark  Doty,  Ron 
Schreiber  and  Jean  Valentine.  At  the  Harvard-Epworth 
United  Methodist  Church,  1555  Mass.  Ave.  8:15pm.  $10. 
661-0785. 

Boston  □  FCHC’s  Living  Well  Series,  Understanding 
Basic  Nutrition  with  Lisa  Stollman.  332  Newbury  Street. 
6-8pm.  Paul  or  Robb,  267-0900  to  pre-register. 

1 4  Tuesday 

Cambridge  □  Healing  Service  for  all  affected  by 
AIDS.  First  Church  Congregational,  Garden  &  Mason 
Streets.  7:30pm.  547-2724. 

1 5  Wednesday 

Boston  □  New  England  Gay,  Lesbian  &  Bisexual 
Veterans  meeting  at  the  Piemonte  Room  at  Boston  City 
Hall.  7:30pm.  Cliff,  723-8127. 

Boston  □  FCHC’s  Living  Well  Series,  Creating  the 
Holidays  You  Want,  with  Rezakkah  Norins.  332  Newbury 
Street.  6-7:30pm.  Paul  or  Robb,  267-0900  to  pre-register. 

16  Thursday 

Boston  □  GCN  Production  Night.  All  welcome.  Pro¬ 
ofreading  starts  at  5pm.  Paste-up  after  7pm.  62  Berkeley 
St.,  near  Arlington  and  Back  Bay  T-stops.  Info,  GCN: 
617/426-4469. 

Boston  □  Gay  &  Lesbian  Alliance  Against  Defama¬ 
tion  meets  at  338  Newbury  Street,  Rm  202.  6:30pm. 
868-0416. 

Boston  □  The  Pat  Graney  Company  presents  'Break¬ 
ing  the  Boundry  Between  Dance  and  Gymnastics.'  Emer¬ 
son  Majestic  Theatre,  217-219  Tremont  Street.  Thru 
11/18.  8pm.  $I5/$I2.  491-7377. 

17  Friday 

Boston  □  GCN  Mailing.  Come  help  stuff  the  paper  and 
meet  new  friends.  5- 1 0pm.  62  Berkeley  St.,  near  Arl¬ 
ington  and  Back  Bay  T-stops.  Info:  GCN,  617/426-4469. 

Boston  DToshi  Reagon  performs  at  Club  Cabaret,  209 
Columbus  Ave.  Thru  11/19.  8pm.  $I0/$I2.  536-0972. 


1 8  Saturday 

Boston  □  Monthly  Dim  Sum  Brunch  with  the 
Boston  Bisexual  Women's  Network  ad  the  Boston  Bisex¬ 
ual  Men's  Network.  Meet  under  the  Chinatown  Arch. 
10:45am.  $6-8.  BIS-MOVE  for  info. 

Cambridge  □  Chiltern  Mountain  Club’s  annual 
meeting,  potiuck  &  slide  show.  Old  Cambridge  Baptist 
Church,  1151  Mass.  Ave.  2-IOpm.  288-3141. 

Weekly  events 
Saturday 

Boston  □  The  Boston  Area  Rape  Crisis  Center  new 

training  session  for  hotline.  617/492-RAPE. 

Boston  □  Gay  Boston,  with  Jim  Voltz.  Boston 
Neighborhood  Network,  channels  A3  and  A8.  7:30-8pm. 

Boston  □  Body  Electric:  Healing  with  group  sensual 
massage  for  gay  and  bisexual  men.  551  Tremont.  7:30pm. 
$12.  522-9164. 

Sunday 

Boston  □  Boston  Alliance  of  Gay  and  Lesbian 
Youth  (BAGLY).  Open  to  youth  age  22  and  under.  35 
Bowdoin  St.  2-5pm.  354-6658. 

Boston  □  Metro  Healing  healing  group  for  everyone. 
Metropolitan  Health  Club  aerobics  room,  209  Columbus 
Ave.  7:30-9:30pm.  426-9205. 

Boston  □  The  Gay  Dating  Show,  WUNR  1600  AM. 
I0:30pm-2:30am.  Lesbians  and  Gay  Men. 

Monday 

Cambridge  □  Healing  Circle  group  healing.  5  Upland 
Rd.  7:30-9:30pm.  $5  suggested.  864-1989. 

Cambridge  □  Lesbian  Rap.  1 1/6  Lesbian  Sex  Orgies, 
11/13  Codependency.  Women's  Center,  46  Pleasant  St. 
8-IOpm.  Free.  354-8807  (TTY/voice). 

Cambridge  □  Coalition  for  Lesbian  and  Gay 
Rights  holds  bi-weekly  planning  meeting.  142  Memorial 
Drive,  Rm.  306.  7pm.  776-6956. 

Tuesday 

Boston  □  Gay  Fathers  of  Greater  Boston  meet  1st  & 
3rd  Tues.  of  the  month.  Lindemann  Ctr.,  2nd  fl.  8-IOpm. 
742-7897. 

Boston  □  Gay  and  Lesbian  Support  Group  for 
Adult  Children  of  Alcoholics.  Faulkner  Hospital. 
8:30- 1 0pm.  Intake  interview  required.  522-5800  xl908. 

Boston  □  Lesbian  and  Gay  Concert  &  Marching 
Band.  No  audition  necessa^.  'fWCA,  120  Clarendon  St. 
7:15pm.  Joe  625-3304,  Zoe  396-2989. 

Cambridge  □  The  Group  at  Walker  Memorial  MIT  on 
Memorial  Drive.  8pm.  266-1129. 

Providence,  Rl  □  ACT  UP/Rhode  Island  open 
meetings.  Rocket,  73  Richmond  St.  7pm.  273-7228. 


Boston  □  ACT  U  P/Boston  meets  to  confront  the 
AIDS  crisis.  New  Gay  &  Lesbian  Service  Center,  338 
Newbury  Street,  Rm.  203.  7pm.  49-ACT  UP. 

Cambridge  □  Bisexual  Women’s  Rap.  1 1/7  Loss  in 
our  lives,  1 1/14  Spirituality.  Women's  Center,  46  Pleasant 
St.  7:30- 1 0pm.  354-8807. 

Cambridge  □  30-plus  Lesbian  Rap  7-8:30pm.  11/7 
lesbians  &  holidays,  11/14  Sex.  The  Women's  Center  (see 
above). 

Cambridge  □  Women  For  Sobriety,  a  self  help  group 
for  women  recovering  from  addictions.  Women's  Center, 
46  Pleasant  St.  8-9:30pm.  354-8807 

Arlington  □  Parents  &  Friends  of  Lesbians  &  Gays 

meets  on  the  second  Tuesday  of  every  month  at  First 
Parish  Unitarian  Church,  630  Mass.  Ave.  7:15pm.  Info: 
547-2440  or  508/562-5807. 

Wednesday 

Boston  □  Boston  Alliance  of  Gay  and  Lesbian 
Youth.  Open  to  youth  age  22  and  under.  35  Bowdoin  St. 
New  persons'  meeting  6pm:  women  and  men  meet 
separately  6:45-7:30;  general  meeting  at  7:30pm. 
354-6658. 

Boston  □  Bisexual  Children  of  Alcoholics.  Mass. 
General  Hosp.,  lower  amphitheater  7:30pm.  259-1559. 

Cambridge  □  Say  it.  Sister!  WMBR,  88. 1  FM.  7-8pm. 

Boston  □  Women’s  Self-Defense  Classes  sponsored 
by  Women's  Self  Defense  Collective.  Studio  3,  731  Har¬ 
rison  Ave.,  2nd  floor.  6-8pm.  $I0-$3S  sliding  scale  per 
mo.  625-1115. 

Cambridge  □  Lesbian  Al-Anon  with  childcare. 
Women's  Center  (see  above).  6:30-8pm. 

Thursday 

Cambridge  □  Wise  Woman  Tradition  Herbal 
Medicine  and  Women’s  Wisdom  Classes.  Sliding 
scale.  Whitewolf,  277-8232. 

Boston  □  Boston  Area  Rape  Crisis  Center  drop-in 
group  for  women  who  have  been  raped.  492-RAPE. 

Cambridge  □  Incest  Survivors  Group.  Women's 
Center  (see  above).  7:30-9:30pm. 

Cambridge  □  Non-offending  male  sexual  abuse  sur¬ 
vivors  group  meets  first  Thursday  of  every  month.  Cam¬ 
bridge  Ctr.  of  Commerce  conference  room,  859  Mass. 
Ave.  8:30- 1 0pm.  $5  donation.  498-9881. 

Friday 

Worcester  □  AIDS  Projea-Worcester  support  group 
for  HIV  positive,  PWAs,  PWARCs,  supporters.  Open  to 
all  lesbians,  gay  men.  51  Jackson  5t.  7-9pm.  Dana 
508/755-3773. 

Boston  □  Healing  group  for  everyone.  Santa  Fe  Hair 
Salon,  528  Tremont  St.  7:30-9:30pm.  426-9205. 


By  Kendall  Lovett 

With  gun  drawn,  a  security  guard  ad¬ 
vanced  on  the  four  men  and  women 
gathered  in  the  empty  building. 
Their  backs  turned  to  him,  one  of  the  group 
was  reading  into  a  microphone,  while 
another  stood  poised  in  front  of  a  second 
microphone.  Another  watched  levels  blink¬ 
ing  on  sound  equipment,  a  hand  on  the 
dials.  I  caught  sight  of  the  guard  as  he  walk¬ 
ed  out  from  the  stairwell,  and  quickly  put  a 
finger  to  my  lips.  He  recognized  me,  stop¬ 
ped  in  his  tracks  and  put  away  his  gun. 

It  was  all  in  a  night’s  work  for  members  of 
the  Gay  Radio  Information  News  Service 
(GRINS)  based  in  Sydney,  Australia. 

Since  our  beginning  in  August  1983,  we 
have  recorded  in  a  variety  of  odd  venues,  in¬ 
cluding  a  small  private  art  gallery  and  four 
different  members’  homes.  At  the  time  we 
encountered  the  security  guard,  we  were 
putting  down  on  tape  our  weekly  gay  news 
bulletin  in  a  vacated  office  on  the  fringe  of 
the  city’s  business  district.  It  had  been  my 
workplace  and  the  consumer  organization 
which  employs  me  had  just  moved  to  larger 
premises  outside  the  city.  I  had  received  per¬ 
mission  to  use  the  empty  building  one  night 
a  week  until  it  was  eventually  sold. 
However,  no  one  had  thought  to  inform  the 
security  firm  monitoring  the  building  of  the 
arrangement. 

Despite  our  lack  of  a  stable  home,  GRINS 
has  continued  without  for  six  years, 
dedicating  itself  —  in  the  words  of  Mother 
Inferior  of  the  Sisters  of  Perpetual  In¬ 
dulgence,  Sydney  chapter  —  to  “the  pro¬ 
mulgation  of  airborne  enlightenment,  the 
exorcism  of  radio  demons  and  the 
manifestation  of  lesbian  and  gay  freedom  in 
the  electronic  news  media.’’ 

Our  national  new  service  was  initially  pro¬ 
posed  over  eight  years  ago.  Coming  together 
at  annual  lesbian/gay  conferences,  a  group 
of  people  from  different  states  had  discuss¬ 
ed  the  need  for  a  coordinated  news¬ 
gathering  project  to  serve  the  blossoming 
gay  radio  programs  around  Australia.  It  was 
a  great  idea,  but  due  to  more  immediate 
concerns  for  lesbians  and  gay  men  in  our 
home  States,  it  was  almost  two  years  before 
the  national  project  took  off.  Two  of  us, 
Laurin  McKinnon  in  Brisbane  and  myself  in 
Sydney,  remained  in  contact.  Individually, 
we  provided  news  items  for  the  gay  radio 
programs  operating  at  the  time  in  our  two 


GRIN  and  air  it 

If  you  hear  lesbian  and  gay  news  in  Australia,  you’re 
probably  listening  to  the  Gay  Radio  Information  News 

Service 


The  GRINS  Machine 
cities. 

Then  in  1983  Laurin  transferred  to  live 
and  work  in  Sydney.  Between  us  we  agreed 
on  a  workable  format,  found  a  group  of 
readers  keen  to  assist,  and  recorded  a  pilot. 
On  Thursday,  August  25,  1983,  the  Gay 
Waves  program  from  2SER-FM,  Sydney’s 
community  educational  radio  station, 
broadcast  the  first  GRINS  news  bulletin. 

There  are  now  1 1  lesbian/gay  radio  pro¬ 
grams  around  Australia,  including  Sydney’s 
Gay  Waves  that  put  GRIN’s  weekly  news 
bulletins  on  the  air.  Our  news  scripts  were 
also  used  in  test  telecasts  last  year  on  a  yet- 
to-be-approved,  community  television  sta¬ 
tion  in  Sydney.  As  well,  the  three  gay  radio 
programs  in  New  Zealand  broadcast 
grin’s  monthly  round-up  of  Australian 
lesbian/gay  news.  GRINS  bulletins  contain 


Paul  van  Reyk  was  GRINS-sponsored  walker  in 
the  Sydney  Walkathon  for  AIDS  Research 

only  Australian  items  as  an  overseas  service. 

,\IDS  information  receives  priority  in  the 
choice  of  items  to  be  run  each  week  in  the 
five  to  six  minute  bulletins.  It  has  also  been 
policy  to  use  gay  and  women’s  liberation 
publications  as  our  sources.  Occasionally, 
however,  we  do  use  the  mainstream  media 
for  information.  Quite  often  we  also  do  our 
own  on-the-spot  reporting  of  events  and 
issues.  These  original  bulletins  are  identified 
by  the  tag  “GRINS  Parish  Limelighter.’’ 

Our  news  service  is  free  to  lesbian/gay 
radio  programs.  Recipients  are  expected  to 
return  our  cassettes  at  regular  intervals  for 
re-use.  GRINS  is  funded  by  the  efforts  of 
collective  members  and  in  the  past  has 
received  small  grants  from  a  couple  of  na¬ 
tional  conferences. 

Membership  has  remained  small.  Cur¬ 


rently,  there  are  four  reading  teams,  which 
means  that  each  team  of  two  is  rostered  for  a 
read  once  a  month.  The  researcher  provides 
a  reading  script  for  each  bulletin  and  the 
recording  is  made  on  our  own  GRINS 
machine.  The  dubbings  are  made  the  same 
night  and  the  cassettes  are  mailed  out  by  the 
first  post  the  next  day  with  an  identifying 
sleeve. 

Initially,  we  found  it  impossible  to  obtain 
suitable  studio  time  because  we  couldn’t  af¬ 
ford  the  cost  of  a  commercial  recording 
studio.  Laurin  McKinnon,  with  the 
necessary  electronic  know-how,  constructed 
the  GRINS  Machine  for  us.  It  is  necessarily 
portable,  and  enables  us  to  record  an 
original  tape  and  two  duplicates  at  the  same 
time.  The  original  is  then  used  to  produce 
the  additional  dubbings.  We  use  only  the 
A-side  of  each  cassette  for  the  bulletin  and 
recommend  that  the  B-side  be  used  by  the 
recipients,  before  returning  the  cassette,  to 
record  details  of  any  local  news  story  they 
want  us  to  know  about.  Few  avail 
themselves  of  the  opportunity. 

On  occasion,  we  use  the  B-side  ourselves 
to  record  edited  versions  of  newsworthy  in¬ 
terviews,  such  as  the  media  conference  in 
San  Francisco  on  the  release  from  custody 
of  Hans  Paul  Verhoef,  the  Dutch  PWA, 
delegate  to  the  AIDS  and  Health  Workers 
Conference  (see  GCN,  April  9-15,  1989). 
Another  was  an  interview  with  an 
Aboriginal  health  worker  in  Brisbane  speak¬ 
ing  about  his  AIDS  awareness  work  in  the 
Aboriginal  community. 

One  of  our  off-shoots  has  been  the 
GRINS  Parish  Limelighter’s  scripting  of  a 
weekly  lesbian/gay  prisoners  news  segment 
on  Wild  G.A.L.S.  (Gay  and  Lesbian  Show), 
a  Saturday  night  program  on  2RSR-FM  in 
Sydney.  A  typical  “Inside  Out’’  bulletin  in 
June  included  information  about  Soweto 
Anti-Apartheid  Youth  Day  and  the  annual 
solidarity  march  in  Sydney,  a  blurb  about 
the  opening  of  a  new  high  security  prison 
and  a  bulletin  on  the  activities  of  the 
Australian  National  Coalition  Against 
Women’s  Imprisonment.  □ 

For  more  information  about  GRINS, 
write  GRINS  collective,  P.O.  Box  380, 
Broadway,  New  South  Wales  2007. 
Australia. 

Kendall  Lovett  is  a  gay  news  researcher  for 
GRINS. 


REVOLUTIONARY  ACTS!  MUSICAL  AND  THEATRICAL  PRODUCTIONS 

presents 


Holly  Near 

with  John  Bucchino 


After  an  absence  of  two  years  — 
back  in  Boston  to  celebrate  the  release  of  her  neiv  album! 


Special  guest  Faith  Nolan 

Saturday,  November  18,  5:30  &  9  pm 
Kresge  Auditorium,  MiT 

TICKETS:  $14.50  &  $16.50  (all  seats  reserved) 

Coming  soon , . , 

RONllli  GILBERT  &  JUDY  SMALL 

Saturday,  December  2,  5:30  &  9  pm 
Paine  HoH  (Harvard  Music  Buiidingl 

i:  $15.r-  '-  '  ‘ 


Tickets:  $15.50  (all  seats  reserved) 

Tickets  at:  Wood  8i  Strings,  Arborway  Video,  Sandy's  Music,  Out-of-Town, 
ConcertCharge  (61  7/497-1 1 18),  Ticketron. 

By  mail:  Check,  money  order,  MC/VISA/Amex  to 
Revolutionary  ActsI,  PO  Box  606,  Cambridge,  MA  02238. 

FOR  FURTHER  INFORMATiON:  (617)  661-1252 


REVOLUTIONARY  ACTS!  IS  A  WOMAN-OWNED, 
WOMAN-OPERATED  PRODUCTION  COMPANY 


FRIDAY  NIGHT  FREEBIES 

m#  CONCERT  TICKETS 
•  GIFT  CERTIFICATES 
•  ALBUMS  AND  TAPES 


ON  THE  DAY  THE  GAY  RIGHTS  BILL  BECOMES  LAW 
INDIGO  WILL  OPEN  FOR  A  SPECIAL  CELEBRATION 
COME  JOIN  US!!! 


SATURDAY  NOV  11,  8PM 

ISLAND  RECORDING  ARTIST 

PHRANC 


INDIGO  l/l^/iere  Women  Meet  Women 

WAS  THE  NIGHT  BEFORE  THANKSGIVING  ...  and 
INDIGO  WILL  BE  OPEN  WED,  NOV  22  7PM  -  1AM 
SPECIAL  THANKSGIVING  DAY  HOURS  6PM  -  2AM 


B23  Main  Street.  Cambridge,  MAO2130  [61*71  ASV-VSiOO 

11 _ r — !_ - -  ■  ■  _ _ 1 

INDIGO’S  Hours;  Thursdai 

4PM'2AM  (no  cover)  •  Friday  4PM'SAM  •  Saturday  SPM-SAN 

1 

BOSTON’S  ONLY  CLUB  FOR  WOMEN 


BOOK  NOW  FOR  PRIVATE  PARTIES 


